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Dear MAA members:

As I write this letter, I can’t help thinking about someone 
who was recently lost. By now, I’m sure you are aware of 
the passing of Damian Varga. Damian was a past president 
of the MAA and has contributed to the organization ever 
since I have been involved. Damian will be sorely missed.

As I begin my second and 
final term as president, the 
new board is nearly in place. 
I am completing the process 
of filling director, advisor 
and committee positions. 
You will notice more new 
names on the board this 
year as the organization 
continues to evolve. Thanks 
to all who volunteer their 
time for the MAA! If you 
or anyone you know is 
interested in helping, please 
send your nomination. 
We are specifically seeking 
members to help on the 
education committee. 

I would like to thank 
Mr. Matt Anacker and 
Mr. Jeremy Baker for 
spearheading the recent 
MAA Arborist Day 
Project. Thanks also to the many others who assisted with, 
sponsored and participated in the project, including: A & 
A Tree Experts, Inc, Antietam Tree & Turf, Inc., Arbor – X, 
Bartlett Tree Experts, Inc. – Gaithersburg, Bartlett Tree 
Experts, Inc. – Finksburg, Carroll Tree Service, Inc., First 
Energy, Inc., Gambrills Equipment, Inc., Georgetown 
Insurance, Co., JD Outdoors, LLC, Lewis Tree Service, Inc., 
Stansbury Tree Service, Inc., T. D. Mayer Consulting, Inc., 
Tree Keepers, and Vermeer Mid Atlantic. I’m sure there 
are others who I have inadvertently omitted, and for that I 
apologize. These events would not be possible without all 
the volunteers who plan and participate. Please submit any 
venue ideas you have for future projects.

Vanessa is organizing another trip to Camden Yards for 
an Orioles game on Sunday afternoon, September 14th. 
This year it is against the Yankees and will be the final time 

A Letter from the President
Jeter plays in Baltimore. It was a great time last year and 
I encourage you to join us. Vanessa’s office has sold 100 
tickets and has no extras available at this time. However, 
if you’d like to be on the waiting list, in case cancellations 
occur (which is inevitable), please contact the MAA office at 
410-321-8082.

Finally, we are in the planning stages for the 2015 Winter 
Seminar at Turf Valley. Please mark your calendars for this 
January conference. It will be a two day event this year and 
will involve some exciting presenters and topics. I will be 
passing along more information as we confirm speakers for 
the event.

I wish you all a safe and productive summer.

Best,

John Davis 
President, MAA 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist 
Certified Pesticide Applicator 
MD Licensed Tree Expert

John
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From fertilizers to plant protectants and agronomic 
services, we are dedicated to providing our clients with 
trusted solutions to today’s arboriculture challenges. 
Check us out at www.fisherandson.com

800-262-2127  •  Family owned since 1928

T h e  M a r y l a n d  a r b o r i s T  a s s o c i a T i o n

Thanks – to our generous sponsors.

Georgetown Insurance
www.georgetowninsurance.com

Winter Seminar Sponsors
Altec • American Arborist Supplies • American Test Center • Direct Solutions

Mauget • John Deere Landscapes • Newsome Seed, Inc.
Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements • Security Equipment

White Oak Sponsors

Vermeer Mid Atlantic
www.vermeermidatlantic.com

Chesapeake Employers’ Insurance Company 
www.ceiwc.com

Gambrills Equipment Co.   
www.sawdocmd.com

Moran Insurance
www.moraninsurance.com 
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August 2, 2014 
LCA Certification Hands-On Test
Location: Agricultural History 
Farm Park  
Derwood, MD
Contact: LCA, 301-948-0810
www.lcamddcva.org 

August 2-6, 2014
ISA Annual Conference & Trade 
Show
Location: Wisconsin Center  
Milwaukee, WI
Contact: ISA, conference@isa-
arbor.com
www.isa-arbor.com 

August 6, 2014
Bio-Control Conference
Location:  Maritime Institute,  
Linthicum, MD
Contact: MGGA 
www.mdgga.org

August 19-21, 2014
TRAQ
Location: Reston, VA
Contact: MAC-ISA
www.mac-isa.org

September 12, 2014
Waynesboro Tree Healthcare 
Workshop
Location: Best Western Inn  
and Conference Center and at  
Ridgeview Park  
Waynesboro, VA 
Contact: MAC-ISA
www.treesvirginia.com 

September 15, 17, 19, 2014
Arborist Training Seminar
Location: 
September 15 - Ashland, VA
September 17 - Manassas, VA
September 19 - Annapolis Jct, MD 
Contact: MAC-ISA 
www.mac-isa.org 

September 18, 2014
Evaluating and Conserving Natural 
Assets: Planning for green  
infrastructure in the developing  
and urban landscape.
Location: VA Department of Forestry 
Charlottesville, VA
Contact: MAC-ISA
www.mac-isa.org 

October 5, 2014
MAC-ISA Pre-Conference Events
Location: Blacksburg, VA
Contact: MAC-ISA
www.mac-isa.org

October 6-7, 2014
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting 
Location: Virginia Tech –  
Blacksburg, VA
Contact: MAC-ISA, 703-753-0499
www.mac-isa.org

Calendar of Events 2014 - 2015
For a full and updated calendar of events, and to find registration information and event links, please visit the MAA website at 
www.mdarborist.com

October 7, 2014
CPH Basic Exam
Location: Annapolis, MD 
Contact: MNLA, 410-823-8684
www.mnlaonline.org

November 20, 2014
Evaluating and Conserving Natu-
ral Assets: Planning for green 
infrastructure in the developing 
and urban landscape
Location: VA Department of  
Forestry 
Charlottesville, VA
Contact: MAC-ISA
www.mac-isa.org 

December 9-11, 2014
MAC-ISA Certification Course
Location: Charlottesville, VA 
Contact: MAC-ISA, 703-753-0499
www.mac-isa.org 

MARYLAND ABORIST ASSOCIATION
 LICENSE PLATES AVAILABLE

The Maryland Arborist Association sponsors
a special state-issued license plate that 
displays the MAA logo, featuring the Wye Oak. Your $50 contri-
bution will cover the MVA fee of $25 and provide $25 towards 
the MAA education fund. 

If you are interested in  
purchasing this special  
plate, place your order  
through the MAA website,  
www.mdarborist.com.  
Near the bottom of the  
homepage you will find a  
link to the order form. Order Yours Today! 

Just $50.
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Rooted in Maryland since 1914, Chesapeake Employers’ 
Insurance Company works with members of the 
Maryland Arborist Association to provide safer 
workplaces that help to reduce the number of accidents 
and contain your workers’ comp costs.

Improve job     
   safety 
and trim your 
workers’ 
compensation 
expenses

To learn more about workplace safety and to 
see how Chesapeake Employers can partner 
with your company, 

connect with your local agent, 
call 800-264-4943 or visit ceiwc.com.

Members*
could save

5%
off Chesapeake 

Employers’
eligible tiers**

*Participants of the program must be members of the Maryland Arborist Association (MAA) 
prior to the inception date of the policy.

**Qualifying members of the MAA program must meet Chesapeake Employers’ underwriting 
guidelines to receive this program discount. Eligible tiers are defined within Chesapeake 
Employers’ underwriting guidelines. Discounts provided by this program will not apply to out 
of state payroll. Other States coverage available per Chesapeake Employers’ guidelines.
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Maryland Arborist Day- April 26, 2014
Thank you to all our members and affiliates who came out to support a wonderful cause – MAA Arborist Day 2014!  We 
had fifteen MAA member companies send an excess of forty employees to donate their time to the restoration, mainte-
nance, and beautification of Mt. Olivet Cemetery. 

Mt. Olivet Cemetery is located in Frederick and is home to rich Maryland history.  Francis Scott Key is buried here, as well 
as Barbara Fritchie (of “Shoot, if you must, this old gray head, But spare your country’s flag, she said.” fame), and Gover-
nor Thomas Johnson, the first governor of Maryland.  Today, there are over 34,000 gravesites at Mt. Olivet, resting on over 
eight miles of land.  The MAA and gracious volunteers helped to not only restore some of the grounds, but to help Mt. 
Olivet stand strong to respect those we have lost. 

After all of the hard work our volunteers expended, Mt. Olivet will remain one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the state 
with a rich past and bright future.  All of the work that was accomplished could not have been possible without the help 
from our sponsors: Georgetown Insurance, Chesapeake Employers Insurance, Vermeer Mid Atlantic, Arbor X-Rigging, 
Gambrills Equipment, and Moran Insurance. Maryland Arborist Day is an enriching event held each year; we can’t wait to 
see what 2015 has in store for us! ■

Thank You to our Volunteer Companies: 

• A & A Tree Experts, Inc. – Pikesville
• Antietam Tree & Turf, Inc. – Hagerstown 
• Arbor – X- Bel Air  
• Bartlett Tree Experts, Inc. – Gaithersburg   
• Bartlett Tree Experts, Inc. – Finksburg
• Carroll Tree Service, Inc. – Owings Mills 
• First Energy, Inc. – Martinsburg, WV
• Gambrills Equipment, Inc. – Severn 
• Georgetown Insurance, Co. – Silver Spring 
• JD Outdoors, LLC – Baltimore  
• Lewis Tree Service, Inc. – Annapolis
• Stansbury Tree Service, Inc. – Westminster
• T. D. Mayer Consulting, Inc. – Mount Victoria
• Tree Keepers – Easton
• Vermeer Mid Atlantic – Annapolis
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the year right before the Labor 
Day Holiday and kids go back to 
school.
 Due to these statistics, the ques-
tion may arise “What days of the 
week are most dangerous”?
 Data shows that for tree 
workers most severe injuries 
occur early in the week and 
trend downward through the 
week (Figure 3), while fatalities 
are higher on Saturday, Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Monday seems obvious, as it 
is the beginning of the work 
week and people may still be 
recovering from the weekend. 
Saturday pops up due to the 
extended work weeks during the 
summer months. Tuesday and 
Wednesday are higher, because 
of the holiday season starting 
with Memorial Day and end-
ing with Labor Day; workers 
schedule longer vacations (i.e. 3 
day weekends), mid-week work 
interruptions, and also have an 
increased focus on after work 
activities. All these demands 
shift workers’ focus from the 
task at hand. 
 Civilians trend with increases 
in fatalities on Wednesday and 
the weekends, with severe inju-
ries increasing on the weekends.  
The weekend trends for civilians 
is expected with the “weekend 
warrior” mentality and limited 
time to complete projects before 
going back to work on Monday.  
 This time of year is the most 
dangerous for the tree care 

industry. Focus on the task at hand. Have a questioning 
attitude and be safe this summer. ■

Ron Muir
MAA Safety Committee Chair
540-431-9122

References
http://tcia.org/publications/tci-magazine/accident-briefs 

 Spring flew by and summer 
is here. This is the busiest and 
most challenging time of year for 
many of us as we try to balance 
work responsibilities, kids out of 
school, vacation, summer proj-
ects and holidays. As a result, 
staying focused on the current 
assignments at hand can be a 
daunting task. 
 Concentrating on the current 
tasks should be in the forefront 
of everyone’s’ minds. This is 
especially true with the pres-
ent focus by OSHA on the tree 
care industry. As noted in this 
month’s email blast, our region 
has seen 47 fatalities in the last 5 
years, and overall, our industry 
is trending up with increased 
injury and illness rates as com-
pared to other industrial sectors.  
 In the past year, tree worker 
fatalities increased in the months 
of June and October. June is the 
time of year where work increas-
es, new crews are added, kids 
are out of school, etc... October 
is when work is winding down 
and, typically, when most of the 
hurricane work occurs. Tailgate 
meetings should take these de-
mands into account and refocus 
workers on the task at hand. 
 Civilian fatalities also increase 
during the spring and summer 
months. Nice weather, yard 
work and other projects have 
homeowners out in the yard 
doing spring clean-up and other 
landscaping chores. 
 An increase in severe injuries 
ensues during these same months (Figure 2). Nearly half 
of reported severe injuries for tree workers for a given year 
happen between June and September. Unfortunately, this 
makes perfect sense when we stop and think of when most 
of our work is scheduled, new crews are added, work hours 
increase and the increased non-job related distractions are 
at their highest. For civilians, April and August are the worst 
months. April is the time of year when spring clean-up starts 
and August is when we try and cram in that last project of 

Figure 1 - Incident Fatalities by Month – data derived from TCIA Magazine

Summer Awareness

Figure 2 - Severe Injury Incidents by Month - data derived from TCIA Magazine

Figure 3 - Incident Type by Day of Week - data derived from TCIA Magazine
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New Members

The MAA recently launched its new website. In addition to 
its new design, the website also integrates the MAA mem-
bership directory. Members may access the membership 
directory by executing the following process:
•	 Go	to	the	website,	www.mdarborist.com	
•	 In	the	upper	right	hand	corner,	enter	your	username	
and password, and select “Go.” (Since this is a brand new 
system, most of you will not know your user name and 
password. To retrieve your username and password, click 
on the text that says “Forgot your password? Click here.” 
Then enter your e-mail address and your user name and 
password will be sent to you. If you do not receive an e-
mail within a minute, check your spam box. If you still do 
not have the password e-mail, then the system does not 
recognize the e-mail address you are using. Give us a call 
in the office and we’ll let you know what e-mail address we 
have on record for you.)
•	 The	next	screen	shows	your	company		 	
 profile. On this page you can edit any   
 information that you need to,  
 including changing your username  
 and password, if desired.
•	 On	this	same	screen,	review	the	menu	 
 on the left. Select “Online Directory”  
 to access the membership directory.
•	 On	the	next	screen,	you	can	enter	 
 specific search criteria, or just hit the  
 search button, and all members will  
 appear listed on your screen.

The site has two searchable membership 
directories. Members may search the full 
membership database, by logging in to 
the membership portal. Non-members 

Instructions for Member Login

START
HERE 

Have something to contribute  
to Shady Notes?
 
We welcome your company  
news and updates, or columns 
with your professional insight.
 
Please e-mail any submissions  
you have for Shady Notes to  
office@mdarborist.com

Welcome to the following new members of the MAA.

Find complete contact information on all MAA members 
via the membership portal of the MAA website,  
www.mdarborist.com

Dubois Tree Service  James Dubois

Melwood, Inc.   Myra Brosius

T R Timberline, Inc.  Tarry McGuirk

The Tree People, Inc.  Michael Gray

may view only members classified as Licensed Tree Experts, 
from the Consumers tab of the website.
 
Also, please note that a full Maryland Green Industry Cal-
endar is accessible from the homepage of the website. We 
update this calendar frequently and include many events 
sponsored by multiple Maryland organizations, as well 
as MAC-ISA and TCIA. So, if you are looking for events, 
remember to check this website.
 
If you have any questions about the new website or  
membership directory, please let the MAA office know. 
The site is still brand new and we’ll be working to polish 
it off within the next few months. We can be reached at 
office@mdarborist.com or via 410-321-8082. ■
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Stephen Sprague Achieves Certification 
as a Registered Consulting Arborist  
with The American Society of Consulting 
Arborists  

For Immediate Release

On May 5, 2014 Stephen Sprague was awarded status 
as RCA #556 with the American Society of Consulting 
Arborists (ASCA).  Stephen is Vice President of Safety 
and Administration for Carroll Tree Service, Inc., a TCIA 
accredited company in Owings Mills, MD.  He holds a B.A. 
from McDaniel College and currently serves as Secretary 
of the Maryland Arborist Association.  Stephen has over 15 
years of combined experience in the tree care industry.  His 
credentials include: Maryland Tree Expert, ISA Certified 
Arborist, TCIA Certified Tree Care Safety Professional, NCC 
Certified Crane Operator, NSC Emergency Care Program 
Instructor, and TCIA Authorized Electrical Hazards 
Awareness Instructor.

When asked to comment on this accomplishment, Steven R. 
Mays, Sr., President of Carroll Tree Service voiced respect 
for the work of his colleague.  “Stephen is committed to the 
advancement of professionalism in tree care—not only in 
our company, but in the industry as a whole.  I have a great 
appreciation for his pursuit of knowledge,” he stated.

###

Carroll Tree Service, Inc. is a full service TCIA Accredited 
tree care company with multiple Maryland Licensed Tree 
Experts and ISA Certified Arborists on staff.  In addition, 
the company boasts a Registered Consulting Arborist, a 
Certified Tree Risk Assessor, two Certified Tree Care Safety 
Professionals, and two nationally certified crane operators.   
Carroll Tree Service, Inc. has served the Baltimore 
Metropolitan Area since 1950 and has a reputation of 
providing the highest quality residential and commercial 
service.

Contact: Steve Sprague, Vice President of Safety & 
Administration
Email: ssprague@carrolltreeservice.com
Phone: 410-998-1100  

Occupational Tree Care Accidents in 
2013

The Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) reviewed 158 
occupational tree care accidents reported by the media in 
2013. Of these accidents, 79 were fatal. The average age of 
the deceased was 40.6, and the average age of the serious 
accident victim was 37.7. 
 
These findings are very similar to the 2012 findings, where 
TCIA recorded 84 fatal accidents. However, the number of 
non-fatal accidents increased dramatically to 79 from the 
44 reported during the 2012 calendar year.
 
Summary of Findings
 
An analysis of the fatal accidents categories revealed the 
following insights:
 
Of the 14 fatalities attributed to falls from trees:
•Six	could	be	attributed	to	failure	of	the	tree,	or	a	major	
limb. 
•	 Two	were	caused	by	climbing	system	failure.	
•	 In	one	instance,	the	victim	cut	through	his	own	climbing	
system. In a separate incident, the victim was tied to the 
limb that was cut.
 
Of the 12 fatalities attributed to electrocution:
•	 Three	victims	were	electrocuted	through	conductive	
tools or equipment such as metal saws, gas-powered stick 
saws, metal ladders and un-insulated lifts. 
•	 Five	victims	made	direct	contact	with	conductors.	
•	 It	could	not	be	determined	how	five	of	the	victims	made	
contact.
There was insufficient detail in the accounts of the 12 
struck-by-tree fatalities to allow any further analysis. 
Similarly, the 13 struck-by-tree-limb fatalities lacked 
enough detail for further analysis.
 
Of the nine fatalities attributed to falls-from-aerial-lifts:
•	 The	victim	was	not	secured	in	the	bucket	in	six	instances.	
In one of these six cases, the victim’s ejection from the 
bucket was caused by a cut tree limb striking the bucket. 
•	 There	were	two	cases	in	which	the	upper	boom	failed,	
apparently without any external “assistance,” sending the 
operator to the ground. 

Press Releases 



•	 There	was	one	case	in	which	a	blow	from	a	falling	limb	
caused the boom to shear off.
 
Non-fatal accidents are not reported in the media with 
enough consistency and clarity to allow analysis. 
 
These sobering numbers are a stark reminder of the 
dangers of tree care, and highlight the need for tree care 
companies, along with homeowners and the property 
managers who hire them to uphold the highest standards 
for worker safety.
 
“Unfortunately for the industry overall, serious accidents 
seem to be increasing,” said Peter Gerstenberger, Senior 
Advisor for Safety, Standards & Compliance for TCIA. 
“We need to transform the industry and create a safety 
culture that will keep all tree workers safe in an inherently 
hazardous occupation.”
 
TCIA compiled the data using Google alerts, OSHA 
investigations, and reports from colleagues in the industry. 
Most accounts of fatal tree care accidents identified the 
tree care company involved, which allowed TCIA to 
calculate the percentage of accidents that involved TCIA 
member companies. 
 
TCIA found that only 12.7% of the recorded accidents 
can be attributed to TCIA member companies. Non TCIA 
member companies are responsible for 72.2% of the 
recorded accidents. The remaining 15.2% accidents lack 
attribution due to insufficient data.

###
About the Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA): Found-
ed in 1938, TCIA is a public and professional resource on 
trees and arboriculture. It has more than 2,100 member 
companies who recognize stringent safety and performance 
standards and who are required to carry liability insurance. 
TCIA also has the nation’s only Accreditation program that 
helps consumers find tree care companies that adhere to 
industry standards for quality and safety; maintain trained, 
professional staff; and are dedicated to ethical and profes-
sional business practices. With access to the latest and best 
safety standards and training, the typical TCIA member 
company has 50 percent fewer accidents than a typical 
non-member.
 
If you’d like more information about this topic, or to 
schedule an interview with Peter Gerstenberger, please 
contact Amy Tetreault at (603) 314-5380 or atetreault@
tcia.org.  ■
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President
John Davis 
410-861-8312

Vice President
Jeremy Baker
301-791-3500

Secretary 
Steve Sprague 
410-998-1104

Treasurer
David Driver 
410-838-2999

Directors
Scott Bates
703-550-6900

Chris Klimas
301-829-6915

Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 712, Brooklandville, MD 21022
Phone: 410-321-8082, 
office@mdarborist.com

Ron Muir
540-431-9122

Executive Director
Vanessa A. Finney 
410-321-8082

Advisors
Todd Armstrong
410-377-4002

David Keane
410-313-1676

Tarry McGuirk
443-463-0528

Tom Rippeon
301-600-1233

Nicholas Valentine 
410-987-4815

Liaisons
MAC - ISA
Scott Bates
703-550-6900

U of MD
Dr. Michael Raupp
301-405-8478

U MD Extension
Stanton Gill
301-596-4413

MD Forestry Board
Chris Klimas
301-829-6915

Maryland Green Industry 
Council
John Davis
410-861-8312 

Maryland Arborist Association Board of Directors
July 1, 2014- June 30, 2016

Arborist Day Co-Chairs
Matthew Anacker 
410-486-4561

Jeremy Baker 
301-791-3500

Safety Committee Chair
Ron Muir
540-431-9122

Membership Committee 
Chair
Steve Sprague
410-998-1100

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Maryland 
Arborist Association, Inc. 
is to promote education in 
the field of arboriculture, 
to support the success of 
arboriculture and to promote 
the importance of tree care. 
The association will provide 
a forum for the exchange 
of information and will 
encourage professionalism 
through the collective efforts 
of the members.
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Insurance Specialists for the 
Green Industry

Delivering Customized Insurance Solutions & 
Exceptional Service Since 1977

MATT SIMMONS
Vice President

GEORGETOWN INSURANCE SERVICE, INC. 
10010 Colesville Road, Suite A

Silver Spring, MD 20901
Tel: 301-681-9645 • Fax: 301-593-2590

matt@georgetownins.com

www.georgetownins.com
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• Membership Directory with member 
 search options
• Up-to-date industry calendar
• Classified ads which members can post 
 and track resumes/ responses
• Business resources
• Shady Notes Newsletter
 (electronic issues)
• MaGIC updates

We have answers when you have questions …

www.mdarborist.com

The MAA web site is designed for our members and is your single source for the answer to 
almost any question. The site is your:

• Industry calendar includes: 
 – Event postings from organizations and   
  educational institutions around the 
  Mid-Atlantic region; 
 –  Resources for finding CEUs for pesticide  
  recertification, nutrient management   
  recertification, and general education in  
  horticulture topics;
 –  MAA events including the Annual Winter  
  Recertification Seminar, Arborist Day,   
  and more

Visit www.mdarborist.com today!

22
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ITINERARY 
Day 1: August 20

8:00 – 8:15 
Introduction 
Speakers: Stanton Gill, David Clement and Andrew 
Ristvey, Extension Specialists, University of Maryland 
Extension

8:15 – 8:45  
Opportunities for Plant Material, Installing and 
Maintaining Storm Water Management Systems, 
Installing Pavers, Creating Simple Rain Gardens and 
Maintaining Rain Gardens

Speakers: Scott Akers, Plant Selections at National 
Arboretum, Ray Mimms, Conservation Curator, National 
Botanic Gardens, Washington , D.C.  

8:45 – 9:15  
What Information can the University of Maryland 
Extension Storm Water Management and the Chesapeake 
Bay Landscape Professional Certification Program 
Provide?

Speakers:  Amanda Rockler, Krisztian Varsa and Jackie 
Tackas, Extension Specialists, University of Maryland 
Extension

9:15 – 9:50  
What Storm Water Rebate Programs are in Montgomery 
County, Rockville, and Gaithersburg? How do your 
Customers qualify?

Speakers: Pamela Rowe and Dan Somers, Montgomery 
County

9:50 – 10:00 Break

Turn Regulation Into “Green Gold” for the Nursery  
and Landscape Industry Storm Water Management  
Landscape Programs
Stanton Gill, Extension Specialist in IPM, University of Maryland Extension, David Clement, Extension Pathologist, University of Maryland Exten-
sion, Andrew Ristvey, Extension Specialist in Comm. Horticulture, Mary Kay Malinoski, Extension Specialist, Chuck Schuster, Extension Educa-
tor, Ginny Rosenkranz, Extension Educator and Suzanne Klick, Technician University of Maryland Extension

Looking for new avenues to increase your sales? You 
should enroll in this special two-day seminar, on August 
20th and 21st , that focuses on helping you make money 
by installing, as well as, maintaining rain gardens and 
pervious surfaces in Maryland landscapes. 
The purpose of the conference is to help commercial 
landscaping companies and nurseries:
•	 Learn	about	the	Rainscape	programs	that	qualify	for	 
 re-bates, tax incentives and other programs in a variety  
 of counties
•	 Acquire	information	on	how	to	qualify	for	the	reduced		
 annual rain tax
•	 Understand	how	to	qualify	to	construct	rain	gardens,	 
 to meet local specification, installation of cisterns,  
 permeable pavers, permeable surfaces through a step-by- 
 step process
•	 Educate	landscape	installers	in	what	is	involved	with	 
 installing permeable pavers, cisterns, permeable asphalt  
 and rain gardens

Who should attend?
•	 Landscaping	and	Nursery	companies,	as	well	as	 
 government and public agencies that want information  
 on the county programs and information on how to   
 install rain gardens, urban tree canopy, permeable   
 pavers, green roofs, cisterns and dry wells as part of the  
 storm water rebate program in Baltimore City, Baltimore  
 County, Howard,  Montgomery , Prince George’s  
 Counties, Rockville and Gaithersburg

Who was involved in planning and conducting this 
educational effort?
•	 University	of	Maryland	Extension
•	 Maryland	Nursery	and	Landscape	Association
•	 Landscape	Contractors	Association
•	 Frederick	Association	of	Landscapers
•	 To	register	see	the	attached	brochure	on	this	summer	
program.

Locations: 
•	 August	20	-	University	of	Maryland	Extension	Office,	 
 Derwood, MD
•	 August	21	-	Robinson	Nature	Center,	Columbia,	MD
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10:00 – 10:20  
What Storm Water Rebate Programs are in Howard 
County? How do you qualify?

Speaker: Jim Caldwell, Howard County 

10:20 – 10:40  
What Storm Water Rebate Programs are in Baltimore 
City and Baltimore County? How do you qualify?

Speaker: Ashley Trout, Blue Water Baltimore and Kim 
Burgess, Baltimore County

10:40 – 11:00  
What Storm Water Rebate Programs are in Prince 
George’s County? How do you qualify?

Speaker: Debra Weller, Prince George’s County and Erik 
Michelsen (a storm water powerhouse), Anne Arundel 
County

11:00 – 12:00  
Don’t Get Bogged Down in a Rainscape 
What Plant Material Works in Rainscapes and Why

Speaker: Ann English, Landscape Architect and Head of 
the Rainscape Project in Montgomery County 

12:00 – 1:00 Catered Lunch

1:00 – 1:50  
What is Involved with Installing and Maintaining a 
Rainscape?

Speaker: Rasma Plato, John Shorb Landscape Company 

2:00 – 2:30  
What Type of Woody and Herbaceous Plants and 
their Sizes are needed for Rainscapes? What Type of 
Container, Balled or Burlapped, are Needed from the 
Nursery Industry for Rainscapes? How do Nursery and 
Landscapers Connect on Available Plants?

What do we want? – Ann English, Montgomery County

A nursery owner’s view – Steve Black, Raemelton Farm and 
Brad Thompson, Foxborough Nursery

How does a Landscaper obtain this plant material? – John 
Snitzer, Snitzer’s Landscaping 

2:30 – 3:15  
Potential Plant Problems with Rainscapes – Cultural 
Problems, Disease and Insects

Speakers: David Clement, Stanton Gill, Mary Kay 
Malinoski, Karen Rane, Andrew Ristvey, Extension 
Specialist, University of Maryland Extension

3:15– 3:30  
Classes Available to Expand your Expertise on Installing 
Permeable Pavers and Pervious Surfaces

Speaker: Steve Dubik, Montgomery College Landscape 
Technology Program

3:30 – 4:00  
Rain Gardens – Selecting the Right Plants

Speaker: Ginny Rosenkranz, Extension Educator, 
University of Maryland Extension 

Day Two: August 21, 2014 

Location: Robinson Nature Center, Columbia, MD

8:00 – 9:00  
Tour of Rain Gardens

The Robinson Center Staff, led by Chuck Schuster, an 
Extension Educator from the University of Maryland 
Extension, will give a tour of the facility. There will also be 
permeable cement pavers at the site.

9:00 – 10:00  
Permeable Paver Installation

Speaker: Kevin Earley, NicoLock 

10:00 – 10:30   
How to Maintain and Conduct Maintenance on 
Permeable Surfaces

Speaker: Ted Scott, Storm Water Solutions Company 

10:30 – 11:00  
Outside Demonstration 
You will observe various types of permeable pavers and the 
equipment used in the maintenance of permeable pavers 
and permeable surfaces. 

11:00 – 12:00  
Green Roof Maintenance- How to Maintain a Green roof 
After it is Installed

Speaker: Michael Furbish, Owner of Furbish Company 

12:00 – 12:45  Catered lunch 

12:45 – 1:45  
Designing, Installing and Maintaining Residential 
Rainwater Harvesting Systems

Speaker: Lee Jaslow, Conservation Technology 

1:45 – 2:05 Break

2:05 – 3:00  
What is Involved with Installing Permeable Blacktop and 
Maintaining the Blacktop after it is installed

Speaker:  Kent Hansen, P.E.Director of Engineering, 
National Asphalt Pavement Association 

3:00 – 3:40 Green Storm Water maintenance of 
Rainscapes

Speaker:  Mary Traviglini, Montgomery County ■
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He graduated from Loyola College, now Loyola University 
Maryland, in 1980. He was employed in the green industry 
for almost 40 years. He was active in several professional 
associations in the industry.

The family will receive friends on Saturday, July 26 at 1:00 
PM, until the time of the memorial service at 2:00 PM, at 
the Fletcher Funeral & Cremation Services 254 E Main St., 
Westminster, MD, the Very Reverend Conan Timoney 
officiating.

Damian will also be remembered at the regularly sched-
uled 9: 15 AM Byzantine Catholic mass on Sunday, July 27 
at Patronage of the Mother of God Church, 1265 Linden 
Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21227. Friends and family are 
welcome to attend.

Provided by Fletcher Funeral & Cremation Services, P.A     
Link to Fletcher Funeral Home ■
 
Vanessa A. Finney
MAA, Executive Director
410-321-8082

Born: Monday, January 18, 1954
Died: Thursday, July 3, 2014
Damian Guy Varga, age 60, died Thursday, July 3, 2014 at 
Howard County General Hospital.

Born January 18, 1954 in Elizabeth, New Jersey, he was the 
son of the late Margaret Joan Varga and Dr. Nicholas Varga. 
He is survived by his devoted wife of 36 years, Barbara 
France Varga, of Sykesville, MD. He was a loving father to 
his son Patrick Varga and wife Emily, and cherished PaPa to 
his grandson, Connor, all of Westminster, MD.

Also surviving are sister Deidre Krasnansky of Westminster, 
MD and brother Colin Varga of Boston, MA. Other survi-
vors include his mother-in-law Ruth France and brother-
in-law and sisters-in-law Steve and Carol France, and Nancy 
Mcintyre. He is also survived by nieces and nephews, great 
nephews, a great niece, and numerous cousins in Texas, 
Michigan, and New Jersey, and his much loved Uncle Tom 
Skinner and wife Doris of Michigan. Many good friends and 
professional colleagues have been blessed by his life.

Obituary for Damian Guy Varga
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Licensed Tree Experts Maryland DNR Tree Expert 
Exams

The Maryland Licensed Tree Expert Exam schedule for  
2014 is as follows: (All are held on the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month)

No August 
September 10 
October 8 
Noemberv 5   
December 10 

All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters in Annapolis. 
Pre-registration is required. Please contact Ms. Romcesa Estep at 
www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/programspps/newtreeexpert.asp, or 
call 410-260-8531 for an application. 

Note: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the lobby.  
Valid photo ID is required for entry. Directions and parking  
information can be found at: www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html

Congratulations to the following persons who recently 
passed the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert Exam:
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Tree Benefits Calculator

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources sponsors 
a program called “Marylanders Plant Trees. This program 
offers consumers a coupon towards the purchase of a  
new tree.

A really exciting tool unveiled with the launch of this 
program is a “tree benefit calculator,” which consumers or 
industry folk can use to quantify the benefits of planting 
a tree. Landscape contractors, arborists, and retailers, 
especially may want to be aware of this calculator, to 
further educate your customers on the benefits of trees. 

The calculator provides data on storm water runoff 
intercepted by a tree, impact of the tree on property 
value, energy conserved by the presence of the tree, 
contribution of the tree to air quality, and effect of the 
tree on the reduction of atmospheric carbon. 

To access the calculator, go to www.treebenefits.com, 
which is a separate page found within the Marylander’s 
Plant Trees website.  ■

It is with pleasure we offer to our valued customers and other interested Arborist and Climbing professionals Vermeer's 
annual seminars. In conjunction with North American Training Solutions, Sherrill Tree Gear and Vermeer Mid Atlantic, 
Inc. the following dates and locations have been reserved;

September 15, 2014 Ashland Va. 800-552-2074
September 17, 2014 Manassas Va. 800-492-1274
September 19, 2014 Annapolis Jct, Md 800-492-1274

Make plans to join us for a day of expert instruction and 
demonstrations along with a review of the latest tools and 
equipment. Certified arborists receive 6.5 ISA and TCIA CTSP CEU's 
for attending and a brain full of nifty tips and tricks to enhance safety 
and productivity.

The seminars focus on workers safety and productivity. The 2014 
seminar topic and focus is;

"Modern Climbing Techniques & Applications"
Please contact us no later than September 10, 2014 to reserve  
your place. 

Look forward to seeing everyone in September. ■

Arborist Training Seminars
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