
Hello to all fellow MAA members.  I hope you have all dried out from the sec-
ond wettest May in Maryland history.  The rain did happen to hold off for our
Arbor Day Project at Rockville Cemetery in Montgomery County.  Thank you
to Steve Castrogiovanni and Bob Mead for setting up a great forum!  Thank you
to all the volunteers who came that day and worked.  One of the cool things that
I noticed that day was that even though we were all professionals and had our
company shirts on, there were many companies working together getting the job
done safely.  

Again, just a reminder if you happened to miss the first Arbor Day Project, we
will be having another one this October 10th at Belvoir-Scott’s Plantation in the
Annapolis/Crownsville area.  Please put it on your calendar to attend, it will be
a great event.  Matt Anacker, Tom Mayer, Jeanne Brooks, and Scott Bates were
just down at the plantation last week marking trees in preparation for the proj-
ect.  Also we have started our planning for the winter seminar on January 20th
and 21st.  It looks like we are going to have two great days packed with a
tremendous amount of information.  I hope to see you all there.

As we tend to our business this summer please make sure that you check the
MAA website news and review all the synopsis of the 2009 legislative session
issues.  You will also notice that they have added Charles County to the 
quarantine list for EAB.  Please read up on this and make sure you are 
following the restrictions.

As all ways I have one safety message, so please read these boater’s tips:
1. Make sure someone at home knows your plan and you watch the weather
2. Make sure you carry your boat registration and proper safety gear on the boat
3. Don’t Drink and Drive the boat or the vehicle
4. Make sure the children have their life vest on at all times
5. Obey the boat notification on the number of people and maximum weight 

allowed
6. Try not to tube or ski at dusk especially in narrow channels
7. Make sure your lights work before you leave the dock

Enjoy your summer!

Sincerely,

Nick
Nicholas Valentine, President
The Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.
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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Maryland

Arborist Association, Inc. is to pro-
mote education in the field of arbori-

culture, to support the success of
arboriculture and to promote the

importance of tree care.  The associ-
ation will provide a forum for the
exchange of information and will

encourage professionalism through
the collective efforts of the members.
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July 19 – 25, 2009
Hickory Environmental Education Center
Garrett County, MD

The purpose of this week long hands-on educational con-
ference is to introduce high school students to the many
career options and college programs available in forestry
and natural resources.  The following scenario is what the
NRCC participant may experience:

You arrive at a rural out-
door education center hid-
den behind a school in a
quiet wooded setting with
your gear packed for a
week's adventure, not really
knowing what to expect.
You check in and move into
your rustic cabin.  Four
o'clock comes and you
wander into a large room
filled with wild animals
prepared by taxidermists, a
busy bee hive, terrariums,
other restless students and

anxious parents.  You are introduced to the program direc-
tor, curriculum director, your work  -study group &
Allegany College counselor, say goodbye to your family,
and then...

Let the fun and learning begin!  For the next six days you
learn the basics of forestry, silviculture, arboriculture, fire
suppression, wildlife and water-
shed management, culminating in
the preparation and delivery of a
forest management plan with
members of your group.  You
accomplish this through lectures
from professionals, through hands-
on activities like identifying climb-
ing planting pruning trees,
trekking through woods with GPS
units and forest measurement
tools, field trips, wading in streams
in waist-high rubber waders while
shocking fish, and through 
questioning expert panelists and
passionate evening speakers.

As the week unfolds, you make friends with peers from
other parts of Maryland and surrounding areas who share
your common interests in natural resources and the out-
doors.  You bond with the other members of your group as
you work hard as a team to accomplish much, and enjoy
well-placed breaks for swimming, tennis, hiking, or relax-
ing.  Your mouth waters in anticipation of the next tasty
meal that's being prepared on-site by Hickory's own spe-
cial cooks.  You earn first place in the food line for your
team by correctly answering the professor's pop question
of the moment!

Throughout the week you make important connections
with career professionals and college professors from 7
regional schools with programs in the natural resource
fields.   You may also have opted to be tested at the
week's end to demonstrate mastery of the introductory
materials and earn 2 college credits.  

The grand finale on the last day is when you and your
team present and defend your completed forest manage-
ment plan for the entire conference assembly, including
your families who have arrived to take you home and
depart 2 hours later amazed and delighted at all you have
learned.

Join the many students whose lives have been enriched by
the Natural Resources Careers Conference.  Apply now!
For applications and more information visit 
www.mdforest.sailorsite.net or call Nathan McElroy at
202-388-2340 or Dave Keane at 410-313-1676.

A Week at the Natural Resources Careers 
Conference (NRCC)

Throughout the week
you make important
connections with
career professionals
and college 
professors from 7
regional schools 
with programs in 
the natural resource
fields. 
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The Maryland Department of Natural Resources just
launched a new program, “Marylander's Plant Trees.” This
program offers consumers a coupon towards the purchase
of a new tree.

A really exciting tool unveiled with the launch of this 
program is a "tree benefit calculator," which consumers 
or industry folk can use to quantify the benefits of plant-
ing a tree.  Landscape contractors, arborists, and retailers,
especially may want to be aware of this calculator, to 
further educate your customers on the benefits of trees.  

The calculator provides data on storm water runoff
intercepted by a tree, impact of the tree on property 
value, energy conserved by the presence of the tree, 
contribution of the tree to air quality, and effect of the 
tree on the reduction of atmospheric carbon.  

To access the calculator, go to www.treebenefits.com,
which is a separate page found within the Marylander's
Plant Trees website.

In the spring issue of Shady
Notes, we included an article
and pictures of remnants of the
Wye Oak being moved from a
DNR storage site to a display
pavilion at Wye Oak State
Park.  Below is the recently
completed pavilion, covering
the centuries old remains of
the Wye Oak.  

Photograph supplied by Bob
Mead.

Tree Benefits Calculator

Why Oak Pavilion Completed
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In this past General Assembly, the following bill was
passed.  This bill takes effect on October 1, 2009.  

Senate Bill 217 Natural Resources - Tree Services -
Advertising 
Synopsis: Prohibiting a person from advertising the pro-
vision of tree services such as tree treatment, care, or
removal, unless the advertisement includes information as
to the license number of the licensed tree expert providing
the service or a statement that all tree services are limited
to trees 20 feet tall or less. 

Full bill:  (the bold and all caps portions are new to the
law)
Article – Natural Resources
(a)  A person may not: (1) solicit, advertise, or represent
the person to the public as a tree expert, or assume to
practice as a tree expert without having received a license;
or (2) after having received the license and subsequently
losing it by revocation or suspension continue to practice
as a tree expert, or (3) use the title or abbreviation
“L.T.E.” or any other words, letters, or abbreviations tend-
ing to indicate that the person is a licensed tree expert or a
tree expert without having received a license, or when the
license has been revoked or suspended.

(b)  If the owner of a tree employs any person to engage
in the practice of a “licensed tree expert” as provided in §
5-415, the owner in not subject to this penalty.

(c) A PERSON MAY NOT ADVERTISE THAT THE
PERSON CAN PROVIDE TREE SERVICES,
INCLUDING TREATMENT, CARE, OR REMOVAL
OF TREES, UNLESS THE ADVERTISEMENT
INCLUDES:

(1) THE LICENSE NUMBER OF THE LICENSED
TREE EXPERT ADVERTISING TREE SERVES IN
ONE OF THE FOLLOWING FORMS:  “LICENSED
TREE EXPERT No. __” OR “L.T.E. No.__”; OR

(2)  A STATEMENT THAT ALL TREE SERVICES
ARE LIMITED TO TREES 20 FEET TALL OR
LESS.

This bill shall take effect on October 1, 2009, and was
approved by the Governor on May 7, 2009.

Legislative Update
4



5



Emerald Ash Borer
The Maryland Department of Agriculture has placed out
over 4,000 monitoring traps in Maryland, and we at the
University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, have
handed out several purple traps to Maryland arborists, to
monitor for emerald ash borer in Maryland.  Meanwhile,
emerald ash borer was found in Morgan County near
Berkeley Springs in late May. EAB was also found in two
locations in Kentucky.Officials with the Office of the
State Entomologist at the University of Kentucky
Entomology Department announced two confirmed occur-
rences in Kentucky of emerald ash borer in a private
woodlot in Shelby County and a residential landscape in
Jessamine County.

Here is what you should be on the lookout for: The adult
stage of EAB, which is out now, is a half-inch elongate,
metallic-green beetle. The beetles may be seen resting on
ash leaves or chewing small feeding notches in the edges
of ash leaves in June.  Symptoms of infestation include
dieback of the upper tree canopy, sprouts growing from
roots and trunk, loose bark, signs of woodpecker activity,
and D-shaped exit holes in the trunk.  The larval stage, a

flat, white segmented worm, chews long winding tunnels
beneath the bark. Extensive tunneling reduces water and
food transport in the tree, resulting in tree death. This
insect only attacks ash trees.

Officials urge Marylanders to take several steps to help
keep EAB from spreading: 
• Don't transport firewood, even within Maryland. Don't 

bring firewood along on a camping trip. Buy the wood 
you need locally. Don't bring extra wood home with you.

• Don't buy or move firewood from outside Maryland.  
If you suspect that your trees may be infested, contact 
MDA Plant protection Division or the University of 
Maryland Cooperative Extension at 301-596-9413.

Ambrosia Beetle
In May, The Chestnut Foundation of America, Maryland
division, brought in samples of hybrid American chestnuts
from Washington, Frederick and Montgomery Counties
that were being attacked by a borer. We identified the
borer as  Xylsosandrus germanus. It has killed several 
hundred hybrid American chestnuts in these locations. We
also observed this same species damaging American beech
in Howard County this spring. The beetle was found dam-
aging dogwood, styrax, yellowwood and zelkova in
Frederick, Montgomery, and Carroll county in May.

Pest Update:  Emerald Ash Borer and Ambrosia Beetle
by Stanton Gill, Extension Specialist, University of Maryland Cooperative Extension
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July 10, 2009
ISA Certification Test
Location:  Berkley, WV
Contact:  www.isa-arbor.com

July 12 – 14, 2009
Legislative Days on the Hill – TCIA and PLANET
Location:  Washington, DC
Contact: 800-733-2623 or www.treecareindustry.org 

July 16, 2009
MNLA Field Day
Location:  Foxborough Nursery, Street, MD
Contact:  410-823-8684 or mnacma@aol.com

July 16 and 17, 2009
Arborist Certification Course/

Tree Worker/Specialist Course
(12 ISA CEUs)
Location:  Norfolk Botanical Gardens
Contact:  www.mac-isa.org

July 20 – 22, 2009
ANLA Legislative Conference
Location:  Washington, DC
Contact: www.anla.org

July 24 – 29, 2009
ISA Conference and Trade Show
Location:  Providence, RI
Contact:  www.isa-arbor.com

July 28 – 30, 2009
PANTS
Location:  Greater Philadelphia Expo Center, 
Great Oaks, PA
Contact:  www.pantshow.com

August 4 – 6, 2009
Arborist Certification Course
(24 ISA CEUs)
Location:  Roanoke, VA
Contact:  www.mac-isa.org

August 11, 2009
ISA Certification Test
Location:  Fairfax VA
Contact:  www.isa-arbor.com

October 10, 2009
MAA Arborist Day
Belvoir/Scott’s Plantation
Contact:  mdarborist@comcast.net or 410-321-8082

October 19 – 21, 2009
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
(15+ ISA CEUs)
Location:  Ocean City, MD
Contact:  www.mac-isa.org

November 2009
ArborMaster Training Seminars
Location:  Richmond, VA
Contact:  860-429-5028 or www.ArborMaster.com

November 5 – 9, 2009
TCIA Expo
Location:  Baltimore, MD
Contact:  www.treecareindustry.org

December 4, 2009
“Turning a New Leaf” Conference
Location:  GW University, Wash. DC
Contact:  Chesapeake Conservation Landscaping Council
at http://www.chesapeakelandscape.org/

2010 Calendar

January 6 – 8, 2010
MANTS
Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show
Location:  Baltimore Convention Center
Contact: www.mants.com

January 20 – 21, 2010
MAA – Winter Recertification Seminar
(ISA CEUs and pesticide recert credits awarded)
Location:  Turf Valley Resort and Conference Center
Contact:  mdarborist@comcast.net or 410-321-8082

Calendar of Events 2009-2010-
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On April 18th, more than sixty of your friends and col-
leagues came together to work at the MAA’s 29th Annual
Maryland Arborist Day volunteer project.  This spring’s
project was held at the Rockville Cemetery in
Montgomery County.  

The MAA thanks it sponsors for participating in this
event.  Please take the opportunity to thank the following
companies:
• Altec Industries
• ArborWear
• Davey Tree
• Fisher & Son
• The Piedmont Group/Farm Family Insurance 

-(provided our delicious breakfast!)
• Precision Equipment
• Richard’s Tree Care

The following MAA member companies were represented
at Arborist Day:
• Bartlett Tree Experts
• Vermeer MidAtlantic
• The Davey Tree Expert Company
• Carroll Tree Service
• A & A Tree Experts, Inc.
• Antietam Tree
• ArborCare, Inc.
• Asplundh Tree Expert Co.
• Georgetown Insurance Service, Inc.
• Lewis Tree Service
• Mead Tree & Turf Care, Inc.
• Integrated Plant Care
• Pogo Tree Experts
• City of Rockville
• The Piedmont Group/Farm Family Insurance

Maryland Arborist Day – April 18th

The Rockville Cemetery is one of the
oldest operating private cemeteries in
Maryland, in existence for more than 

250 years.  
Please visit the cemetery’s website,

http://www.rockvillemd.gov/government/
commissions/hdc/histories/Rockcemetery.

pdf, for more information on its
fascinating history.
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A note from theRockville Cemetery Association, Inc.April 24, 2009

Dear Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Board of Rockville

Cemetery Association, I want to thank the many

arborists, who came to the Rockville Cemetery

on April 18, 2009, and spent the day trimming

the damaged trees and removing a number of

dead trees from the property. This was managed

very professionally and most efficiently, with

great safety. In addition, your work will prevent

further damage to the historic tombstones, which

has occurred in the past from fallen tree limbs.

Your professional assistance has greatly

enhanced the beauty and safety of this historic

cemetery and will be most appreciated by our

local community. Again, we off you all our sin-

cere thanks.

Gratefully yours,
Dr. Stephen Cromwell, president
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Rich Godwin, one of the advisors to the MAA board, has offered to start a safety column in
future issues of Shady Notes. If you or a colleague has contributions to this column, please
forward that information to Rich at rgodwin@meadtree.com.

Accidents in the tree care industry that occurred during the month of April 2009. Graphic
compiled from reports gathered by, or submitted to, TCIA staff.

On The Line with Safety
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Protection from Caterpillars
Honeylocust treated with one application of Bolt
(left) and untreated control with significant damage
from Bagworms.

Protection from Japanese Beetle
Linden treated with one application of Bolt (left)
adjacent to two untreated Linden trees with severe
Japanese beetle defoliation.
photo courtesy of Dan Herms, Ohio State University

Bolt™ is a unique insecticide that controls a variety of caterpillars and leaf feeding pests by soil injection.
Formulated with the concerns of arborists in mind, Bolt allows you to manage difficult pests without the
need to spray.

• One soil injection provides 30 days of control

• Rapid uptake provides control in days after treatment

INSECTS: Aphids, Bagworm, Cankerworm, Gall Forming Insects, Gypsy Moth (larvae), Japanese Beetle, Lacebugs, Leaf Beetles,
Leafhoppers, Leafminers, Leafrollers, Lepidoptera (larvae), Maple Shoot Moth, Oakworm, Pine Coneworm, Pine Tip Moth (larvae),
Sawfly, Spider mites (spruce spider mite, honeylocust mite),Tent Caterpillar, Tiger moth (larvae), Tussock Moth (larvae), Webworm,
Zimmerman Pine Moth (larvae), Nantucket Pine Tip Moth Larvae

For complete protocols, product, and application support contact
Scott Diffenderfer   814-617-0136

 sdiffenderfer@treecarescience.com     www.treecarescience.com

Solution Center 1-877-272-6747

Fast, Profitable Soil Application
Control Gypsy Moth, Spider Mites, Japanese Beetle

Treated UntreatedTreated Untreated
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Maryland Arborist Association
Board of Directors

July 1, 2008- June 30, 2010 
Executive Committee Members

President
Nicholas Valentine
nvalentine@lewistree.com, 410-987-4815

President-Elect
Steve Castrogiovanni
steve@arborcare-inc.com, 301-570-6033

Secretary 
John Davis
jdavis@bartlett.com, 410-526-6655

Treasurer
Kevin Mullinary
kevin.mullinary@davey.com, 410-377-4002

Immediate Past President & Director
Damian Varga
spsdamian@juno.com, 410-321-0970

Directors
Bob Mead
meadtree@meadtree.com, 301-854-5990

Jeremy Baker
jeremy@antietamtree.com, 301-791-3500

Kirk Floyd
kirk@arborcare-inc.com, 301-570-6033

Advisors
Scott Bates
sbates@bartlett.com, 703-550-6900

Tom Mayer
tdmayerconsulting@yahoo.com, 410-437-4228

Steve Mays, Jr.
smaysjr@carrolltreeservice.com, 410-998-1100

Rich Godwin
rgodwin@meadtree.com, 301-854-5990

U of MD Liaisons
Stanton Gill
sgill@umd.edu, 301-596-9413

Dr. Michael Raupp
mraupp@umd.edu, 301-596-3626

MD Forestry Board Liaison
Chris Klimas
chris.klimas@davey.com, 301-829-6915

Honorary Director
Matthew Anacker
mcatree@msn.com, 410-486-4561

Shady Notes Editor, Political Liaison
Frank Dudek
frank12@comcast.net, 410-998-1100

Executive Director
Vanessa A. Finney
mdarborist@comcast.net, 410-321-8082

29th Annual

Winter 
Recertification 
Seminar

The Maryland 
Arborist Association 

29th Annual

Winter 
Recertification 
Seminar

JANUARY 20 - 21, 2010
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Turf Valley Resort and Conference Center

For more information contact 
Vanessa Finney at 410-321-8082 or 
mdaborist@comcast.net

S AV E  T H E  D A T E
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MAA License Plates Now
Available

Call Vanessa Finney at 410-321-8082 to order your
“MAA license plate,” with the MAA Wye Oak logo.
Your $50.00 contribution will cover the MVA fee of
$25.00 and provide $25.00 towards the education fund.
Send $25.00, with your request for a license plate appli-
cation form, to MAA, and in turn you will be mailed the
special license plate application.  Complete that applica-
tion and return it to MVA, with a separate check for
$25.  MVA will issue the plates.

Maryland Aborist Assn.

Maryland 
Arborist Day
Fall 2009
Belvoir Scott’s Plantation
October 10, 2009
Crownsville, Maryland

Maryland 
Arborist Day
Fall 2009
Belvoir Scott’s Plantation
October 10, 2009
Crownsville, Maryland

Make
Plans to
Attend

For more infromation contact Vanessa Finney at 
410-321-8082 or mdaborist@comcast.net

14

M
A
A



Editor’s Choice: 
Booklet of the Month 
Submitted by: Frank Dudek

Native Plants of Maryland
What, When and Where

This is a free booklet from the
Maryland Cooperative Extension

This guide is intended to help in the selection of native
plants for habitat restoration,critical area buffer manage-
ment and natural landscaping projects. All of these plants
are native to
Maryland. Each sec-
tion lists plants in
alphabetical order
by their
Latinnames.
Common names
are included and
are cross-refer-
enced in the
index. Growth
conditions and
plant characteristics are also
included.

To get your free copy of this very informative booklet call
or go online:

Home and Garden Information Center
1-800-342-2507
http://www.hgic.umd.edu

Printed by: The Home and Garden Information Center,
12005 Homewood Road, Ellicott City, MD

Compiled by: Anne Arundel Co. Master Gardeners: Kim
Eckert, Sheila Gallagher, Carol Jelich, Mary Helen Winter
and Melinda Yantis and by Britt Slattery of the US Fish
and Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bay Field Office.

Reviewed by: John Englert, Horticulturist, USDA-NRCS,
National Plant Materials Center and Jennifer Kujawski,
Resource Conservationist, USDA-NRCS, National Plant
Materials Center

Cover Design by: Paula Behm-Windle, Howard Co.
Master GardenerEducating People To Help Themselves

Congratulations!
The Maryland Arborist Association and Maryland
Department of Natural Resources would like to 
congratulate the following individuals, who recently
passed the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert Exam.

David Bucci
Michael Cronin
Robert Goes, Jr.
Stephen Griner
Timothy Haga
Curt Hilling
Robert Hood

Robert Kramer
Matthew Libritz
Carl McDonald
William Myers

Wayne Garland Scott, Jr.
Emilio Zamora

Welcome New Member

Anne Arundel County
Bud Reaves
2664 Riva Road
Annapolis, MD  21401
410-222-7441
Website:  www.aacounty.org
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Schedule of Upcoming Maryland
DNR Tree Expert Exams

July 22, 2009
August 19, 2009
September 16, 2009
October 21, 2009
November 18, 2009
December 9, 2009

All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters.,
Annapolis, MD 21401. Directions and parking 
information can be found at:
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html.
NOTE: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the
lobby. Valid photo ID is required for entry. 
To register, please contact Ms. Romcesa Estep, 
410-260-8531 or visit
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/programapps/
newtreeexpert.asp for an application form. 



Vermeer and Vermeer Logo are regis tered trademarks of  Vermeer Manufactur ing Company in the U.S. and/or other countr ies.  © 2003 Vermeer  Manufactur ing Company. Al l  Rights Reserved. 

www.VermeerMidAtlantic.com

800-552-2074 Ashland, VA

Charlotte, NC

Colfax, NC   
Garner, NC 

Summerville, SC
Simpsonville, SC

888-993-9344 
888-883-7633 
800-768-3444 
800-246-4307 
800-850-4710 

Annapolis Junction, MD 800-492-1274 
Manassas, VA 877-661-6566 

Flexible. Affordable.    Anytime.  Anywhere.Flexible. Affordable.    Anytime.  Anywhere.Flexible. Affordable.    Anytime.  Anywhere.
Vermeer Preventative  Maintenance Programs 

SALES    SERVICE    PARTS    RENTALS 

BC600XL BC1000XL BC1400TX BC1500 BC1800XL BC2100XL 

SC852 SC802 SC652 SC602 SC352 SC252 

They Come In All Sizes 

SC1102 SC1152 

Maryland Arborist
Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 712

Brooklandville, MD 21022 


