
Hello fellow MAA Members:

It was a pleasure interacting with all of the people that attended the winter 
2011 meeting. I would like to thank all of the volunteers, sponsors, and 
vendors who helped make the meeting a success.

We have spoken to the MOSH board and we understand the final version of 
the new standard is going to be voted on in March. We are optimistic about 
the revision and look forward to the final version 

Spring is just around the corner! There is a lot of exciting activities planned 
for MAA members for 2011.

Please feel free to contact me with questions or educational requests. 
scastrogiovanni@meadtree.com.

Stay Safe!

Steve Castrogiovanni

APRIL 2011
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OUR MISSION
The mission of the 

Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. 
is to promote education in the 

field of arboriculture, to support 
the success of arboriculture and 

to promote the importance of tree 
care. The association will provide 

a forum for the exchange of 
information and will encourage 

professionalism through the 
collective efforts of the members.

More photos from 
this year’s Arborist 
Day at the Baltimore 
County Humane 
Society are on 
pages 8 and 9.
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Crane use in the tree care industry has been around 
for more than sixty years. In today’s modern arbori-
culture practices, crane use is quite common. History 
shows that the proper use of cranes makes our jobs 
easier and safer. While crane use does reduce the 
hazards we deal with on a daily basis, it also presents 
some new ones.  We are going to look at the basic 
steps involved in crane selection, set up and safe use.

The sales representative is the first step in deciding 
when a crane is necessary to perform a job safely and 
efficiently. There are many factors to consider when 
looking at work for crane use. Some of these include: 
does the job site permit the crane size needed; are 
there overhead utilities; is the crane being set up on 
solid ground; is the crane being set up on a level 
grade, are there underground hazards, such as septic 
tanks, dry wells, sewers, underground utilities; is 
the landing zone within the range diagram and load 
capacities of a specific crane? Some crane companies 
offer site inspections to ensure that the right crane 
will be used for the job.

Once we determine what size crane to use, we need 
a qualified operator. Typically, cranes are used to 
lift and move objects that are of a known weight. 
Based on this information, crane operators use the 
range diagram and load capacities chart to determine 
crane placement, setup, and reach to accomplish the 
job at hand safely. Things work a little differently 
in tree care. We are lifting an undetermined amount 
of weight from an elevated position. Once the load 
is cut free, the crane is then committed to that load. 
There is no “putting it back”.  When contracting 
crane companies, it’s best to use someone with well-
maintained equipment and who employs operators 
with tree related experience. Green weight log charts 
and experience are necessary to estimate the weight 
of tree parts. An experienced tree removal crane 
operator will allow for the margin of error when cal-
culating wood weights. Depending on crane set up, 
(working on grades), a crane operator may allow as 
much as a 50% reduction in rated capacity at a given 
boom angle. It is imperative that the crane opera-

On The Line with Safety

tor and the qualified climber/arborist work together 
throughout the removal process. Constant communi-
cation with all crew members is crucial.

Now that we have found a qualified crane company, 
we need a qualified arborist to perform the removal 
operation. Unfortunately, there is little that can be 
learned about crane work through reading literature. 
Ninety percent of crane use training is acquired 
through on-the-job training. Training should be per-
formed under the direct supervision of a qualified 
arborist with extensive crane removal experience. 
There are many variables to consider: tree species, 
sling selection; sling placement; ability to estimate 
the weight of tree parts being rigged; how to make 
clean balanced lifts, various types of cuts and when 
to use them; (bi-pass, directional notch cuts, slab 
cuts) , understand crane signals; and the importance 
of communicating with the crane operator.  

Experienced ground crew members play an equally 
important role in ensuring crane use operations are 
performed safely and efficiently. Crew members are 
responsible for:  processing material removed from a 
tree; being a signal person; understanding crane use 
hand signals; understanding basic rigging concepts; 
and understanding basic crane set up.   

Currently we are the only industry permitted to hoist 
personnel (a qualified arborist/climber) with a crane, 
without using a man basket, using approved fall pro-
tection per the ANSI Standards. Tying in to the hook 
is NOT an acceptable means of attachment. Using 
a false crotch, typically a friction saver through a 
clevis attached to the load line above the ball is an 
approved method of attachment. The safety lanyard 
should be placed in the hook as a second point of 
attachment while being hoisted. The ANSI Z-133.1 
2006 list specific requirements regarding crane 
use and hoisting climbers in tree care. TCIA pub-
lished Best Management Practices for Crane Use in 
Arboriculture in 2009. This is an excellent source of 
information for safe crane use in tree care. 
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Job site safety briefings shall be conducted prior to 
the start of ALL tree care jobs. This includes all crew 
members and the crane operator. The safety briefing 
should include: establishing the work zone; required 
PPE; assigning specific job duties to crew members; 
identifying hazards and a plan to avoid hazards; 
and identifying obstacles and a plan to avoid them.  
Additional items can be added to meet specific needs 
of individual companies.  Hoisting climbers on the 
load line must be documented. Documentation must 
show that other alternatives such as climbing, using 
an aerial lift, or felling a tree have been deemed 
infeasible or less safe.    

Establishing a safe work environment for all tree care 
workers is absolutely paramount. Utilizing special-
ized equipment, such as cranes, increases our ability 
to control our environment. Controlling our environ-
ment makes us all safer. There is no substitute for 
proper training, “knowledge is power”.   

Rich Godwin, CTSP
“SAFETY”, is no accident   

Maryland DNR 
Tree Expert Exams

The following individuals have passed the 
MD Licensed Tree Expert exam: 

 Richard Allen  Christopher McCoy
 Glen Bowling  Paul Mullins
 Andrew Carpenter  ILIE Pintilie
 Matthew Glinecki  David Potee 
 Jeffrey Hamilton  Oscar Soriano

The MD Licensed Tree Expert 
exams for 2011 will be held on:

 April 13 September 14
 May 18 October 12
 June 15 November 16
 July 13 December 14
  

All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters in Annapolis. 
Pre-registration is required. Please call Ms. Romcesa Estep 
at 410-260-8531 or visit: www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/
programspps/newtreeexpert.asp, for an application. 
Note: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the lobby. 
Valid photo ID is required for entry. Directions and parking 
information can be found at: www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html



4

Initially reported around Allentown, Pennsylvania, the 
brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB), or Halyomorpha 
halys (Stal), has become a crop pest and household nui-
sance throughout Maryland and adjacent states.  Native 
to Asia, BMSB is thought to have arrived through ship-
ping material and is now established throughout the Mid-
Atlantic and parts of the West Coast.  This invasive spe-
cies is an excellent hitchhiker and has entered over half of 
the contiguous United States.

Life cycle  
As BMSB is a relatively new pest, we are still learning 
about the pest’s life cycle. Entomologists have reported 
one generation per year in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
but West Virginia researchers have seen 2 generations a 
year (Nielsen and Hamilton 2010, Holtz and Kamminga 
2010).  

A warmer climate speeds the BMSB development process, 
and life stage development depends on daylight and tem-
peratures.  In BMSB’s native habitat, research suggests 
4-6 generations per year.  The following life history facts 
are based on the BMSB life history in Pennsylvania.  Stay 
tuned to University of Maryland Extension updates and 
the IPM Pest Alert which go out every Friday from March 
through October.   We will post additional life cycle infor-
mation as the research continues.

The eggs are light green to almost white in color and are 
laid in clusters of 25-30.  Eggs are often on the underside 
of leaves and can be found from May through August.  
Over time, a female BMSB can deposit over 200 ellipti-
cal-shaped eggs.  Monitor for these eggs by examining the 
undersides of foliage.  

The BMSB nymph has five instars, or juvenile develop-
ment stages.  The nymph ranges from 2.4 mm to 12 mm 
in length.  Nymphs are characterized by dark reddish eyes 
and a yellowish-red abdomen with black striping.  The 
antennae of the nymphs are similar to adults—black with 
white banding.  Pennsylvania’s nymph population peaks 
in July and August, while adult populations are highest in 
September.

BMSB overwinters as an immature adult in houses and 
other structures.  They are typically inactive during the 
winter months, but indoor heating has kept many stink 
bugs moving this year.  Stink bugs re-enter the landscape 
in the spring where they continue to mature, mate, and 
lay eggs.  Expect to see heightened stink bug activity in 
March and April as they move outdoors.

Feeding Habits
BMSB consumes a wide variety of plant species and feeds 
primarily on the reproductive organs of a plant such as the 
fruit or seed pod.  Growers have reported this pest feed-
ing on fruit, leaves, stems, and other plant parts as well.  
In Maryland, BMSB is reported to feed on apples, pears, 

The Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (Halyomorpha halys)
Stanton Gill (Extension Specialist, CMREC), 
Suzanne Klick (Lead Technician, CMREC), 
and Sarah Kenney (Asst. Technician, CMREC)

www.ipmnet.umd.edu

Left to Right: Egg, 1st instar, and 3rd instar BMSB. 
Photos courtesy of George C. Hamilton, Rutgers School of Environmental and Biological Sciences
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peaches, sweet corn, soybeans, tomatoes, peppers, cucum-
ber, eggplants, berries, chrysanthemums, zinnias, sunflow-
ers, and several woody plants.  

BMSB feeds throughout the nymph and adult stages by 
sucking on plant material.  Discoloration and dimples 
result at the feeding site.  Reports indicate that BMSB 
damage alters the taste of fruits and vegetables.  Heavy 
populations of BMSB can devastate a commercial or 
backyard crop.  

Protecting Your Indoor Plants
University of Maryland Extension has received reports of 
BMSB feeding on indoor plants and seedling vegetables 
such as tomato and pepper this winter.  We suspect that 
this is due to higher metabolic rates in an indoor heated 
environment.  A cheese cloth or other light-penetrating 
barrier will protect plugs and small vegetables.   Stink 
bugs should be heading outside toward warmer weather in 
March and April. 

Dealing with BMSB in Houses
The stink bugs are driving most people crazy this winter 
as they wander around the house. The insect is designed 
to overwinter as an immature adult and has enough energy 
reserves to last through winter if they remain inactive. 
Warm houses often result in active BMSB which uses 
valuable energy reserves. If they continue to walk around 
in winter, they often run out of energy and die. 

Indoor control options are limited. Some people are so 
enraged by the presence of BMSB that they purchase 
insecticides not labeled for indoor use and spray house 
surfaces. This is an unwise practice that exposes individu-
als to potentially harmful insecticides. Still, many feel 
they must do something to kill BMSB. 

Brush BMSB into a container of soapy water to rapidly 
kill the stink bug. Another effective method is to vacuum 
the BMSB adults.   The vacuum bag may smell like 
BMSB. To eliminate odors, empty the vacuum bag after 

each vacuuming or using a canister-style shop vacuum. 
We have received reports that portable battery-operated 
vacuums increase mobility and success in BMSB eradica-
tion.  Using stink bug traps indoors may capture BMSB, 
but there has been no standardized testing of their efficacy 
at this point.  

Spraying insecticide around a house or in the interior 
exposes the user and residents to unnecessary chemi-
cals.  For pesticide applications made indoors, there are a 
limited number of products available.  Professional Pest 
Control Operators (PCOs) must be licensed to apply mate-
rial in residential homes.  

Outdoor Control Options
Biological control options are limited.  Praying mantises 
and chickens are reported to eat the insect, as are assassin 
bugs.  Unfortunately, local predotors and parasites have 
not effectively controlled BMSB thus far.

USDA researchers are working to isolate the BMSB pher-
omone or attractant.  This could help to capture BMSB. 
AgBio, Inc. indicated that a trap lure would be available 
in March.  Many manufacturers will have products to sell 
this season, but we cannot comment on trap effectiveness 
at this time.  Although traps have been used to monitor 
BMSB populations, they have not been tested as a control 
option.  

Since BMSB is a new pest, no truly effective control 
program has been applied in the United States.  Few tra-
ditional and even fewer reduced-risk pesticide applica-
tions have been effective in commercial production.   A 
USDA study reported that kaolin-clay and sulfur rotations 
reduced BMSB feeding damage on commercially-grown 
fruit more effectively than traditional chemical sprays.   
Licensed landscape professionals can use broad spec-
trum pyrethroids such as bifenthrin for BMSB control.  
Unfortunately, widespread use can reduce predator and 
parasite populations in the landscape unless it is selective-
ly applied.  Bifenthrin (i.e. - Ortho Home Defense MAX 
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Insect Killer Granules) is available as an outdoor home 
perimeter spray but is NOT LABELED for use on home 
and garden plants.  

The chart above lists garden products that may repel or 
kill bugs.  While many of these pesticide labels claim to 
repel or control stink bugs, research suggests that current 
products provide temporary relief rather than total pest 
control of BMSB.  

Read labels thoroughly before making any application.  
Insects are easiest to control in juvenile stages, so we 
suggest targeting nymphs rather than the adults.  It is best 
to time these applications when the eggs have hatched and 
BMSB nymphs are present on the plant material, typically 
in the summer months (see section on life cycle).  

For the Future
USDA- APHIS is evaluating four parasitic wasp that lay 
eggs into the eggs of brown marmorated stink bugs. The 
parasitic wasp are very small and size and are “stingless” 
to humans. Researchers found several parasitic wasp in 
China that are in the genus Trissolcus (Hymenoptera: 
Scelionidae) that parasitized the brown marmorated stink 
bug eggs.  These species ( Trissolcus mitsukurrii, T. plau-
tiae, T. flavipes, and T. halyomorphae) will be evaluated 
in quarantine labs in Delaware over the next two years to 
make sure they do not have adverse impact on other ben-
eficial bugs. If they prove promising at this point then will 
be available for release for brown marmorated stink bug 
release sometime after 2013. In the lab several species are 
providing over 80 % parasitism of BMSB eggs. This rate 
of parasitism may be lower if and when they are released 
into the outside environmental. This biological control 
offers the best long term potential control. 
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Active Ingredient(s):`     Example Products:  
(Chemical)      (More products are available, be sure to check for the 
       active ingredient and label requirements) 

Azadirachtin      Bonide Grub Beater Insect Control RTS**, AzaMax
Copper sulfate and carbaryl   Bonide Dragoon Dust**
Copper and Sulfur     Bonide Garden Dust
Insecticidal Soap     Bon-Neem Insecticidal Soap RTU
Permethrin      Ortho Bug-B-Gon MAX Garden Insect Killer Dust
Pyrethrin      Bonide Pyrethrin Garden Insect Spray Concentrate, 
       Garden Safe Fruit and Vegetable Insect Killer
Pyretherin, piperonyl butoxide, and   Fertilome Fruit Tree Spray Concentrate,
clarified hydrophobic extract of neem oil  Fertilome Triple Action Plus RTU, Green Light Fruit Tree  
       Spray, Green Light Neem II RTU

**Not labeled for use in DC
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On Saturday, March 26th, 2011, members of the 
Maryland Arborist Association, in conjunction with 
the Columbia-based landscape architectural firm, 
Slater Associates, donated their resources to provide a 
multitude of landscape work, a detailed tree preserva-
tion plan, rendered drawings, and presentation boards 
for the Baltimore Humane Society. The work com-
pleted by the MAA members and Slater Associates is 
estimated to be in excess of $75,000. The tree services 
provided included: pruning, removing any dead trees 
which pose a safety hazard, fertilizing the landscapes, 
and adding lighting protection to trees on the premis-
es.  In addition, felled tree material was collected and 
chipped to use as mulch for root protection and will 
help BHS to maintain their scenic property long after 
the MAA had completed their work. 

32nd Annual Maryland Arborist Day 
March 26, 2011

Baltimore Humane Society

The Baltimore Humane Society relies on the generos-
ity of the public, like those at the Maryland Arborist 
Association and Slater Associates, to donate their time 
to help maintain the gorgeous 365 acres of land, and 
keep this historic property in good shape for the pets at 
the shelter. For more information about BHS and how 
you can contribute, volunteer, adopt, or foster, please 
visit www.bmorehumane.org or call 410-833-8848.   

Baltimore Humane Society is a privately funded 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. To support animal 
care operations, BHS depends on the income from 
fundraising events, and donations from individuals, 
corporations and foundations in order to continue 
its day-to-day operations and properly care for the 
animals at the shelter.
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This year, approximately seventy members 
representing eighteen companies participated.  
Many thanks go out to all the volunteers from:  
A & A Tree Experts, Inc., Asplundh, Bartlett 
Tree Experts – Finksburg, Carroll Tree Service, 
Inc., Davey Tree Expert Co. – Baltimore, Elliott 
& Frantz, Excel Tree Experts, Georgetown 
Insurance, JD Outdoors LLC, Jim Baker, Lewis 
Tree Service, Inc., Mead Tree & Turf Care, Inc., 
Pogo Tree Experts, Scientific Plant Service, 
Inc., Standard Equipment Co., T. D. Mayer 
Consulting, and Vermeer Mid Atlantic, Inc.
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Insurance Specialists for the 
Green Industry

Delivering Customized Insurance Solutions & 
Exceptional Service Since 1977

MATT SIMMONS
Vice President

GEORGETOWN INSURANCE SERVICE, INC. 
10010 Colesville Road, Suite A

Silver Spring, MD 20901
Tel: 301-681-9645 • Fax: 301-593-2590

matt@georgetownins.com

www.georgetownins.com



SALES - SERVICE - RENTAL

SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE OF EQUIPMENT AT WWW.ALTEC.COM.

CONTACT:
Bob Corona      443.956.6405
 
1434 Hughes Ford Road 
Frederick, MD  21701 
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T h e  M a r y l a n d  a r b o r i s T  a s s o c i a T i o n

Thanks – to our generous sponsors.

Georgetown Insurance
www.georgetowninsurance.com

Winter Seminar Sponsors
Agrium Advanced Technologies • Air-Spade, a Division of Guardair

 Fisher & Son, Inc. • Lawn & Power Equipment • Moran Insurance • Security Equipment Company

White Oak Sponsors
Vermeer Mid Atlantic

www.vermeermidatlantic.com
IWIF

www.iwif.com

Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements
www.treecaredirect.com

Sugar Maple Sponsors
Altec Industries, Inc.

www.altec.com

Pogo Organics
www.pogoorganics.com



April 2, 2011
City of Annapolis, Tree and Landscaping Seminar
Location:  160 Duke of Gloucester Street,           
Annapolis
Contact:  410-263-7946 jvzutphen@annapolis.gov

April 9, 2011 Rain date – April 10th
MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship
Location:  Arlington, VA
Contact:  MAC ISA at www.mac-isa.org
 or 703-753-0499

April 19, 2011
MNLA – CPH Basic Exam
Must be pre-registered to participate
Contact:  www.mnlaonline.org or 410-823-8684

May 21, 2011 Raindate May 28th
Party with the Peonies - a benefit for Brookside Gardens
Contact:  www.ParkPass.org
 
May 21, 2011 Rain date May 28th
Garden Party and Tours to benefit Brookside 
Gardens
Location:  Fulton, MD
Register:  www.parkpass.org

June 2, 2011
MAA Pest Walk
Location:  Carroll County Farm Museum
Contact:  www.mdarborist.com, calendar page 

June 16, 23 and 30, 2011
MAC-ISA Arborist Certification
Location:  TBA
Contact:   703-753-0499 or macisa@hughes.net 

June 23, 2011
MNLA Annual Summer Field Day
Location:  Priapi Gardens
Cecilton, MD
Contact:  mnacma@aol.com or www.mnlaonline.org

July 19, 2011
MNLA – CPH Specialist Tests
Two exams offered – Herbaceous Perennials and 
Integrated Pest Management
Must be pre-registered to participate
Contact:  www.mnlaonline.org or 410-823-8684

October 2 – 4, 2011
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Location:  Williamsburg, VA
Contact:  MAC ISA at www.mac-isa.org
or 703-753-0499

October 18, 2011
MNLA – CPH Basic Exam
Must be pre-registered to participate
Contact:  www.mnlaonline.org or 410-823-8684

October 18, 2011
MNLA – CPH Specialist Exam – Advanced Plant 
Identification
Must be pre-registered to participate
Contact:  www.mnlaonline.org or 410-823-8684

October 2 - 4, 2011
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Location:  Williamsburg, VA
Contact:  703-753-0499 or macisa@hughes.net

November 2 & 3, 2011
Tree Risk Assessment course and Exam (TRACE)
Location:  Virginia, venue TBA
Contact:  703-753-0499 or macisa@hughes.net

November 3 - 5, 2011
TCIA Expo
Location:  Connecticut Convention Center, Hartford
Contact: www.tcia.org or 603-314-5380
 
2012

January 11 – 13, 2012
MANTS – Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show
Location:  Baltimore Convention Center
Contact:  www.mants.com or 410-296-6959

Calendar of Events 2011
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Maryland Arborist Association
Board of Directors

July 1, 2010- June 30, 2012 
Executive Committee Members

President
Steve Castrogiovanni
scastrogiovanni@meadtree.com 
301- 854-5990

President-Elect
John Davis, jdavis@bartlett.com 
410-526-6655

Secretary 
Jeremy Baker, jeremy@antietamtree.com 
301-791-3500

Treasurer
Kevin Mullinary, kevin.mullinary@davey.com 
410-377-4002

Immediate Past President 
Nicholas Valentine, nvalentine@lewistree.com 
410-987-4815

Directors
Bob Mead, meadtree@meadtree.com 
301-854-5990

Kirk Floyd, k.floyd@landscapeprojects.com
301-652-8844

Patrick Stansbury, stansburytree@aol.com
410-840-9623

Executive Director
Vanessa A. Finney, mdarboristassoc@aol.com
410-321-8082

Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 712

Brooklandville, MD 21022
Phone: 410-321-8082

mdaboristassoc@aol.com

Obituary
WILLIAM BARNES ANACKER

1917-2011

Mr. Anacker died at 3:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 
13, 2011 at the Envoy Center in Pikesville, MD where 
he had resided since a fall in September, 2010. He 
was 93.

Bill Anacker was born December 8, 1917 in 
Baltimore, MD, the middle of five children born to 
William Henry Frederick Anacker & Lillian Elizabeth 
(Barnes) Anacker.  In 1924, the family moved from 
downtown Baltimore to Howard Park.  Bill attended 
Forest Park High School, graduating in 1934. He 
worked for the Coca Cola Company, distributing 
6-oz. bottles door to door. He later trained with Davey 
Tree Experts, and was employed by them in 1939 
until he was drafted into the US Army in 1941. He 
married Margaret Wilson Hopkins of Laurel, MD on 
Christmas Day, 1943. Mr. Anacker served in World 
War II in Belgium and France; fought in the Battle 
of the Bulge, and was awarded the Bronze Star. In 
1947 he moved his growing family to Pikesville, and 
started his own business in 1948, A & A Tree Experts, 
now in its 63rd year. In 1965 the Anackers moved to 
a farm in Maryland Line. They sold a portion of the 
farm in 1966 to The School of Living for their head-
quarters. They later sold the old farmhouse, retaining 
25 acres, and built a cabin in the woods, to which Bill 
& Margaret moved in 1975. The house and property 
were full of indoor and outdoor swings and became a 
drawing card for many visitors. In 1982 Mr. Anacker 
turned the tree company over to son Matthew, and, 
in semi-retirement, started a business as a Swing 
Specialist, and became known as the Swing Man. 
He continued to work part-time until 2008, and was 
still climbing trees beyond age 80.  Bill was prede-
ceased by a two-year old granddaughter in 1970, and 
his beloved wife Margaret in 2005. He is survived 
by four children: Matthew (and Sharon Friedman) in 
MD, Christine (and John Vivier) in Alberta, Canada, 
Georgia (and Dennis Hansen) in Maine, Geoffrey (and 
Allegra Mosby) in Alberta, Canada; ten grandchildren 
& eight great-grandchildren.
 
Memorial contributions for the care and upkeep of 
the Church Memorial Grove may also be made to 
Maryland Line United Methodist Church, 21500 York 
Road, PO Box 60, Maryland Line, MD 21105. 
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SALES    SERVICE    PARTS    RENTALS 

• Autosweep 
• 4 Bar linkage for greater cutting  

height & depth 
• Yellow Jacket Teeth 

BC1200XL New Model 

• New Winch 
• Horizontal Rollers 
• Smartfeed 

S800TX 

• 40.5” Wide 
• Ride On 
• 2,400lb Tipout 

New Model 


