
Wow, I cannot believe the summer is over Hope that all the family vacations
were lots of fun.  I wanted to remind you again, of our first fall Arbor Day proj-
ect. It is scheduled for October 10th at Belvoir-Scott’s Plantation in Annapolis/
Crownsville area.  Nate Bailey (Director of Development at Rockbridge
Academy), who is in charge of this project is very excited to have us coming.
Matt Anacker and his team are working hard to put together this special day.
Please make sure when you sign up, that you list the equipment you plan to
bring.  If we know what equipment will be present we can plan better.

As an update I wanted to inform you that the MAA board is working on the
printing of the TREE EXPERT FACT CARD and distribution of this to all of
our members. If you remember, we had this in past years and we felt it was a
good tool to have.  If you see an infraction of the law, you could share this
pocket size card with the law enforcement officer, so the officer would know
what section of the code was being violated and how to write the citation.

A special thanks to all the tree care companies that were involved with this sum-
mer’s NRCC conference out in Garrett County this July. The board was
extremely pleased with the success of this year’s conference. I would encourage
more of you to get involved next year.  It is a great way to get involved with
high school students and get them excited about going into the arboriculture field.

One more reminder, please mark your calendars for the two day Winter Seminar
on January 20th & 21st, 2010, at Turf Valley.  It is going to be a great one!

THIS FALL’S SAFETY MESSAGE:
School is Back in Session, So Be Aware of the Children
• Watch for children maneuvering around stopped school buses
• Make sure you speak to your children about watching out for cars as they get 

on or off the bus
• Obey the speed limits posted in the school zones 
• If possible plan your routes going around school zones
• Make sure you also are aware of the crossing guards

Enjoy your fall and hope to see some of you in Ocean City at the Mid-Atlantic
ISA conference.

Sincerely,

Nick
Nicholas Valentine, President
The Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.
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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Maryland

Arborist Association, Inc. is to pro-
mote education in the field of arbori-

culture, to support the success of
arboriculture and to promote the

importance of tree care.  The associ-
ation will provide a forum for the
exchange of information and will

encourage professionalism through
the collective efforts of the members.



So Your Customer Went Fruity
Making Money with Annuals, Perennials, Bulbs and Woody Plants for Fresh and Dried Markets in Maryland
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By: Stanton Gill, Extension Specialist, IPM for Nursery
and Greenhouse, University of Maryland Extension and
Professor in the Landscape Technology Program,
Montgomery College

When the economy went into the slump, homeowners
started planting fruit in their landscape. Garden centers
reported their biggest selling of woody plants in 2008 and
2009 were fruit trees, not ornamental plants. Now there is
an increased number of your customers that may be com-
ing to you asking for advice on how to control some of
the pests that are attacking these fruit plantings.

First off, hopefully your customer was informed enough to
plant a disease resistant apple. There are several apple cul-
tivars that have been selected for resistance to powdery
mildew, apple scab, and cedar apple rust. These disease
resistant cultivars will help reduce the problems with these
three major apple diseases.  

You can help guide them in 2010 with planting disease
resistant cultivars. In 2009 we had records levels of rain-
fall in April through June and disease infection was a
major limitation to growing apples in metropolitan area
landscapes. With increasing concerns about pesticides,
several breeders have focused on the development of
apple cultivars that are resistant to the major diseases such
as scab, powdery mildew, and rust. For your customers who
don’t have the time, equipment, or desire to apply fungicides,
they will want to plant disease-resistant varieties.

Here is some information about the diseases that can
impact apples trees in your customers’ landscapes.

Apple scab
Apple scab is one of the most noticeable diseases that will
impact the quality of an apple. Apple scab is caused by a
fungus that infects the fruit and the foliage of trees under
cool, humid conditions in spring. With the excessive rain-
fall in the spring of 2009, apple scab was very damaging
to apples in our area.  In the early part of the infection
cycle, velvety brown lesions can be seen on the underside
of leaves. With time, individual lesions may coalesce and
infect both the upper and lower leaf surfaces. A severe
infection of the leaves can cause premature defoliation,
which reduces tree growth and yield. Scab lesions on the
fruit are brown and corky. As the fruit enlarges, it may
grow unevenly, resulting in misshapen, cracked fruit. Fruit
losses from apple scab can be severe on susceptible vari-
eties. However, all the cultivars listed in the table are

resistant (not immune) to this disease.

Cedar apple rust
Because native stands of red cedar (Juniperus virginiana)
are widespread in the metropolitan area, and this plant is
the alternative host for the disease, cedar apple rust is very
common disease that infects apples in spring. Eastern red
cedar serves as an alternate host to the disease. Under
rainy conditions in spring, gulls on the cedar branches
produce orange, gelatinous horns that release spores. Wind
can carry the spores as far as a mile to infect the young
leaves and blossoms of apple trees. After infection, the
orange-brown lesions appear on the upper sides of the
foliage or on fruit. On susceptible varieties, cedar apple
rust can cause defoliation and loss of fruit quality.
Although the apple cultivars listed in the table are scab-
immune, some of the varieties, such as Dayton, Goldrush,
Jonafree, Prima and Sir Prize, are susceptible to cedar
apple rust. These varieties should be avoided in areas
where cedar apple rust is prevalent.

Fire blight
Fire blight is a devastating bacterial disease that was very
active in 2008 and 2009 in Maryland, Virginia, and D.C.
This disease infects blossoms, fruit, branches, and leaves.
The infected tissue appears black, as if scorched by fire,
and is often accompanied by clear or milky ooze. The
“shepherd’s crook” symptom, in which the shoot tips are
bent over, is the most easily recognized evidence of the
disease. Whole branches or trees were lost in many land-
scapes after fire blight infection. Temperatures greater
than 65 F and high moisture levels (frequent rains) favor
fire blight infection. The apple varieties Enterprise and
Liberty are two cultivars that have very good resistance to
fire blight, while Sir Prize is susceptible to the disease.

Powdery mildew
In 2009 we had a cool sunny period of 3 weeks in July
that created perfect conditions for powdery mildew.
Powdery mildew is caused by a fungus that infects blos-
soms, fruit, and leaves. Whitish, felt-like patches can be
seen on the underside of foliage. Infected floral buds open
five to eight days later than healthy ones. Later, the devel-
oping fruit often exhibits russetting, which appears as
brown, corky netting on the surface of the small apples.
Powdery mildew infection favors cool temperatures and
high humidity. Apple varieties such as Dayton, Enterprise,
Jonafree, Novamac and Redfree should be avoided in
areas where powdery mildew is most likely to occur.
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Here are Problems that Can Still Occur on Resistant
Apple Cultivars
It is wise to guide your customers to plant apple cultivars
that have resistance to the major apple diseases; they are
still susceptible to summer diseases, such as fly speck and
sooty blotch, and to insect pests. Fly speck and sooty
blotch occur together on the fruit surface under warm,
humid weather conditions. We had these conditions in
August and September of 2009.  

Fly speck is identified by distinct groups of tiny, shiny

black spots. Sooty blotch appears as olive green to black
smudges. Both of these diseases are superficial blemishes
that can usually be removed from the surface of the apple
with mild scrubbing. In contrast to the summer diseases,
trapping, mating disruption or insecticide application will
be necessary to control insect pests on the disease-resist-
ant apple cultivars.

2010
If you guide your customers in planting apple cultivars
that have fewer problems, then everyone benefits. They
will be happier and remain your loyal customers.

Some of the Disease-resistant apples

Apple Cutlivar Ripening date Color Taste Uses

Dayton Aug. 20 Bright, shiny red over yellow Mildly tart, less acid than Jonathan Cooking, fresh

Enterprise Oct. 10 Medium red over yellow Mild, sub-acid, spicy Cooking, fresh

Freedom Sept. 10 Bright red stripe over yellow Sub-acid Cooking, 
processing

Goldrush Oct. 25 Yellow Sprightly acid Cooking, fresh

Jonafree Sept. 1 Medium red over yellow Mildly tart, less acid than Jonathan Fresh

Liberty Sept. 5 Red semi-stripe Moderately tart All purpose

Nova Easygro Sept. 5 Red stripe Slightly sweet Cooking, fresh, 
processing

Novamac Aug. 25 Medium red stripe Sub-acid, similar to McIntosh Fresh

Prima Aug. 15 Red over yellow Mildly sub-acid Cooking, fresh

Priscilla Sept. 1 Red over yellow Sweet with licorice Fresh

Pristine July 25 Yellow Moderately tart Fresh

Redfree Aug. 5 Medium red Slightly sweet, low acidity Cooking, fresh

Sir Prize Sept. 20 Yellow Sub-acid, aromatic Cooking, fresh

Trent Oct. 25 Red blushed over light green Sub-acid, less acid than McIntosh Fresh, processing

William’s July 30 Dark red purple Sub-acid, slightly spicy Cooking, fresh
Pride
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Tree Benefits Calculator

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources just
launched a new program, "Marylander's Plant Trees." This
program offers consumers a coupon towards the purchase
of a new tree.

A really exciting tool unveiled with the launch of this pro-
gram is a "tree benefit calculator," which consumers or
industry folk can use to quantify the benefits of planting a
tree.  Landscape contractors, arborists, and retailers, espe-
cially may want to be aware of this calculator, to further
educate your customers on the benefits of trees.  

The calculator provides data on storm water runoff inter-
cepted by a tree, impact of the tree on property value,
energy conserved by the presence of the tree, contribution
of the tree to air quality, and effect of the tree on the
reduction of atmospheric carbon.  

To access the calculator, go to www.treebenefits.com,
which is a separate page found within the Marylander's
Plant Trees website.

47 East South Street, Suite 101, Frederick, MD 21701
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October 10, 2009
MAA Arborist Day
Belvoir/Scott’s Plantation
Contact:  mdarborist@comcast.net or 410-321-8082

October 18, 2009
TREE Fund Golf Tournament
Location:  Ocean City, MD
Contact:  www.mac-isa.org

October 19 – 21, 2009
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
(15+ ISA CEUs)
Location:  Ocean City, MD
Contact:  www.mac-isa.org

November 2009
ArborMaster Training Seminars
Location:  Richmond, VA
Contact:  860-429-5028 or www.ArborMaster.com

November 5 – 7, 2009
TCIA Expo
Location:  Baltimore, MD
Contact:  www.treecareindustry.org

November 6, 2009
ISACertification Exam
Location:  Baltimore
E-mail cert@isa-arbor.com or call 217-355-9411

November 13, 2009
Chesapeake Green Energy Conference
Location: MD Extension Office, Derwood
Contact:  Suzanne at 301-596-9413

December 4, 2009
“Turning a New Leaf” Conference
Location:  GW University, Wash. DC
Contact:  Chesapeake Conservation Landscaping Council
at http://www.chesapeakelandscape.org/

December 8 – 10, 2009
MAC-ISA Arborist Certification Course
Location:  Charlottesville, VA
Contact:  www.mas-isa.org or call 703-753-0499

January 6 – 8, 2010
MANTS
Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show
Location:  Baltimore Convention Center
Contact: www.mants.com

January 20 - 21 – 2010
MD Arborist Assoc – Winter Seminar
Location:  Turf Valley Resort and Conf Center
Contact;  mdarborist@comcast.net or 410-321-8082.

Calendar of Events 2009-2010
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For more information 
on any of these 

upcoming events contact 
Vanessa Finney at 

410-321-8082 or 
mdarborist@comcast.net

For more information 
on any of these 

upcoming events contact 
Vanessa Finney at 

410-321-8082 or 
mdarborist@comcast.net
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ANSI requirements for Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE)

3.4.1  Personal protective equipment (PPE), as outlined,
shall be required when there is a reasonable probability of
injury or illness that can be prevented by such protection.
Training shall be provided in the use, care, maintenance,
fit and life of personal protective equipment.

3.4.2  Workers engaged in arboriculture operations shall
wear head protection (helmets) that conforms to ANSI
Z89.1.  Class E helmets shall be worn when working in
PROXIMITY to ELECTRICAL CONDUCTORS, in
accordance with ANSI Z89.1.  Workers shall not place
reliance on DIELECTRIC capabilities of such helmets.

3.4.3  Face protection shall comply with applicable federal
regulations as well as with ANSI Z87.1.

3.4.5  Respiratory protection shall comply with applicable
federal regulations as well as with ANSI Z88.2.

3.4.6  Hearing protection provided by the employer shall
be worn when it is not practical to decrease or isolate
noise levels that exceed acceptable standards.

3.4.7  Eye protection shall comply with ANSI Z87.1 and
shall be worn when in engaged in arboriculture operations.

3.4.8  Chain-saw-resistant LEG PROTECTION shall be
worn while operating a chain saw during ground operations.

Excerpts sited from ANSI Z133.1-2006
Copyright International Society of Arboriculture
Used with permission

Included in this issue is Accident Briefs Calendar for
months May-August

Accidents in the tree care industry that occurred during the
months of May, June, July and August 2009. Graphic
compiled from reports gathered by, or submitted to, TCIA
staff.

Rich Godwin, CTSP
Think Safe • Be Safe • Safety First
Please contact me with suggestions or ideas for our next
issue at Rgodwin@meadtree.com

Choosing the proper personal protective equipment (PPE)
is as easy as 1-2-3.  Proper training is the first step to
choose what PPE is required per job task; proper use and
care of PPE is the second step, and last, but not least, is
making sure all employees including management and
owners use proper PPE when required.  Employers are
required by law to provide a work place free from haz-
ards.  The tree care industry is a hazardous occupation.
However through proper training and good judgment,
many of the daily hazards we encounter can be controlled.
Every week I see tree care companies performing tree
work without any PPE.  This can only mean one of two
things - the company has not provided the proper training
and equipment; or there is no enforcement for the proper
use of required PPE.  

Proper clothing and foot wear is the first step in outfitting
a new crew member.   Long pants and boots above the
ankle are required.  If gloves are needed, make sure they
are not of the gauntlet type (no cuff).  Gloves should fit
snug around the wrist.  The most basic of PPE that should
be issued is a hard hat, safety glasses, and hearing protec-
tion, all of which need to conform to applicable ANSI
standards.  Chain saw resistant leg protection (chaps) is
required during ALL ground chain saw use; this includes
the use of climbing saws while working the ground.
Climbing saws today are light weight and compact.  They
are also very powerful and just as capable of inflicting
serious or fatal injuries as larger saws.  High visibility
apparel is required when working along the road ways,
and shall conform to local and state DOT requirements.
Keeping your Hi-Vis apparel clean and in good repair is a
must; if it is dirty, ripped, torn and tattered, it’s probably
not Hi-Vis anymore.  Keep it clean and replace when
needed.  When employees are engaged in chipping opera-
tions try to use Hi-V T shirts or a vest with Velcro or
break away seams.  

Our industry continues to be plagued with a high incident
rate of serious injury and fatalities.  Fatalities were rough-
ly 40 to 50 per 100,000 production workers in 2007.  This
yearly trend continues to increase.  The bottom line is this;
we have to be accountable for ourselves and each other.
Proper training in safe and effective use of Personal
Protective Equipment is the foundation in creating a cul-
ture of SAFETY.  

On The Line with Safety
10
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Bigger Trees = Bigger Dose     
There have been questions about the efficacy of soil applied
imidacloprid to protect large ash trees (>15 inches DBH) from the
Emerald Ash Borer. That is why Rainbow Treecare Scientific conducted
research with higher doses of Xytect. The result is a new label for
Xytect that allows a single application to be made at twice the rate that
was previously allowed.

This is a significant breakthrough for arborists who are accustomed to
managing insects with soil injection and soil drenches of imidacloprid.
Large trees (>15 inches DBH) or trees very close to infestations will
respond well to the 2X rate, while small trees and those further away
from infestations may still be protected with the original rates of Xytect.
The Xytect 2X treatments applied in a single application in the spring
or fall are the new industry standards for soil applied imidacloprid.

NEW
Xytect
2X Rate

Untreated Control
Imidacloprid
Standard High Rate

NEW
Xytect
2X Rate

Untreated Control

Imidacloprid
Standard High Rate

Emerald Ash Borer
Treatment Update

Contact Us for technical support, products, equipment, and pricing.

info@treecarescience.com
Solution Center 1-877-272-6747 www.treecarescience.com

NEW HIGHER RATES in MD
for Larger Tree Soil Treatments 

FALL APPLICATIONS
The ash tree on the left was treated annually each fall with Xytect 2X rates
(2.84 grams of imidacloprid per in DBH), the middle tree in the
background was left untreated and the tree on the right was treated
annually each fall with Xytect 75 WSP at the previous high rate (1.42
grams of imidacloprid per in DBH).

SPRING APPLICATIONS
The ash tree on the right was treated annually each spring with Xytect 2X
rates (2.84 grams of imidacloprid per in DBH), the middle tree in the
background was left untreated and the tree on the left was treated annually
each fall with Xytect 75 WSP at the previous high rate (1.42 grams of
imidacloprid per in DBH).
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Maryland Arborist Association
Board of Directors

July 1, 2008- June 30, 2010 
Executive Committee Members

President
Nicholas Valentine
nvalentine@lewistree.com, 410-987-4815

President-Elect
Steve Castrogiovanni
steve@arborcare-inc.com, 301-570-6033

Secretary 
John Davis
jdavis@bartlett.com, 410-526-6655

Treasurer
Kevin Mullinary
kevin.mullinary@davey.com, 410-377-4002

Immediate Past President & Director
Damian Varga
spsdamian@juno.com, 410-321-0970

Directors
Bob Mead
meadtree@meadtree.com, 301-854-5990

Jeremy Baker
jeremy@antietamtree.com, 301-791-3500

Kirk Floyd
kirk@arborcare-inc.com, 301-570-6033

Advisors
Scott Bates
sbates@bartlett.com, 703-550-6900

Tom Mayer
tdmayerconsulting@yahoo.com, 410-437-4228

Steve Mays, Jr.
smaysjr@carrolltreeservice.com, 410-998-1100

Rich Godwin
rgodwin@meadtree.com, 301-854-5990

U of MD Liaisons
Stanton Gill
sgill@umd.edu, 301-596-9413

Dr. Michael Raupp
mraupp@umd.edu, 301-596-3626

MD Forestry Board Liaison
Chris Klimas
chris.klimas@davey.com, 301-829-6915

Honorary Director
Matthew Anacker
mcatree@msn.com, 410-486-4561

Shady Notes Editor, Political Liaison
Frank Dudek
frank12@comcast.net, 410-998-1100

Executive Director
Vanessa A. Finney
mdarborist@comcast.net, 410-321-8082

29th Annual

Winter 
Recertification 
Seminar

The Maryland 
Arborist Association 

29th Annual

Winter 
Recertification 
Seminar

JANUARY 20 - 21, 2010
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Turf Valley Resort and Conference Center

For more information contact 
Vanessa Finney at 410-321-8082 or 
mdaborist@comcast.net

S AV E  T H E  D A T E
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MAA License Plates Now
Available

Call Vanessa Finney at 410-321-8082 to order your
“MAA license plate,” with the MAA Wye Oak logo.
Your $50.00 contribution will cover the MVA fee of
$25.00 and provide $25.00 towards the education fund.
Send $25.00, with your request for a license plate appli-
cation form, to MAA, and in turn you will be mailed the
special license plate application.  Complete that applica-
tion and return it to MVA, with a separate check for
$25.  MVA will issue the plates.

Maryland Aborist Assn.

Maryland 
Arborist Day
Fall 2009
Belvoir Scott’s Plantation
October 10, 2009
Crownsville, Maryland

Maryland 
Arborist Day
Fall 2009
Belvoir Scott’s Plantation
October 10, 2009
Crownsville, Maryland

Make
Plans to
Attend

For more infromation contact Vanessa Finney at 
410-321-8082 or mdaborist@comcast.net
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Congratulations!
The Maryland Arborist Association and Maryland
Department of Natural Resources would like to 
congratulate the following individuals, who recently
passed the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert Exam.

Christine DuBois
Sally Kishter

Edward W. May IV
David Miller

Amis Lee Twitty

Welcome New Member

New Company Members

American Tree & Stump Removal, Inc.
Wesley Zepp
PO Box 89
Hanover, PA 17331
717-632-1446

Howard County Dept of Parks and Rec.
David Keane
7120 Oakland Mills Road
Columbia, MD 21046
410-313-1676

Tree Pros
Jay M. Souder
PO Box 552
Timonium, MD 21093
410-771-1717

New Employee Members

Bartlett Tree Experts – Rockville
William Eck
Robert Kluttz

Montgomery College
Offering Introduction to
Arboriculture

Montgomery College’s Landscape Technology
Program will be offering a new course next spring
(2010) - LN 150 Introduction to Arboriculture.  It will
be held during spring break 2010 as a week long
course – March 15-21.
This hands-on
course (all
labs) will
focus on how
to ascend and
descend safely in large trees.

Steve Nagey from Davey Tree is the tentative instruc-
tor. Steve has taught a similar course at Allegheny
Community College. Each class will have one or more
members from the Maryland Arborists Association
serving as teaching assistants.  Depending upon the
success of this course, related classes may be taught. 
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Schedule of Upcoming Maryland
DNR Tree Expert Exams

October 21, 2009
November 18, 2009
December 9, 2009

All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters.,
Annapolis, MD 21401. Directions and parking 
information can be found at:
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html.
NOTE: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the
lobby. Valid photo ID is required for entry. 
To register, please contact Ms. Romcesa Estep, 
410-260-8531 or visit
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/programapps/
newtreeexpert.asp for an application form. 

Ponderings….

• Tree topping is usually evil, always expensive, rarely effective, and dependably ugly.
• Sometimes unlimited money just allows tasteless gardeners to fully express themselves.

Jim McCausland, Sunset Magazine blog

e n d l e s s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s

Legal Actions 
Results of a court case held July 21 in Baltimore
County District Court: Christopher Michael Roth of
Reasonable Tree Service found guilty of Operating
without a License (NRA 5-417) fined $350 plus court
cost.   His two workers, Brandon Joseph Malec and
Anthony Joseph Gulczynski, were found not guilty. 
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