
Message from the President

Hello fellow MAA members:

I hope everyone is enjoying the fall weather.  Summer was brutal! My mission
as the new president is to provide as many educational opportunities to the
membership as possible.  The University of Maryland and MAA are currently
collaborating to organize a week long course in field operations.  And I hope to
see everyone at the winter meeting, to be held again in mid January at Turf
Valley.  Robert Mead is working hard to line up quality speakers; this year’s
conference will feature a course on CPR and First Aid.

This summer I was informed of some injuries or fatalities that occurred.  The
individuals involved in these accidents all had the proper PPE or fall protection
required, but chose not to use it.  PPE and fall protection only work if it used
properly.  I want to see all of us come home safely.  Safety is everyone’s respon-
sibility.  Let’s all strive to make sure everyone is doing our part.

The MAA is your organization.  I want to hear from all of you.  Please feel
free to contact me 301-854-5990.  I want to be sure we are doing everything we
can to help the tree care industry in Maryland succeed.
Stay Safe!

Steve Castrogiovanni
President
The Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.
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OUR MISSION
The mission of the 

Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. 
is to promote education in the 

field of arboriculture, to support 
the success of arboriculture and 

to promote the importance of tree
care. The association will provide 

a forum for the exchange of 
information and will encourage 

professionalism through the 
collective efforts of the members.

Winter Seminar 2011
Mark your calendars for January 19, 2011 and January 20, 2011.
MAA will be presenting our 30th Annual Winter Re-Certification
Seminar. The focus of Day 1 will be Safety and Training; we are 
planning a CPR & First Aid Training Session. There is also a session
for Insect and Disease ID presented by Stanton Gill and Karen Rane
from the  University of  MD; this is a hands-on class with a lab. This
class will have a limited number of participants, so sign up early to
get your seat. On day 2 we will offer Pesticide re-certification and
other topics of interest in the world of arboriculture. There will be ISA
CEU’S, PLANET credits, and Pesticide re-certification credits in MD,
VA, DC, & PA. We hope to see you there!

Bob Mead, Director, MAA 

 



A gift from the Orient continues to give – the
brown marmorated stinkbug. This bug has
become all too familiar to most people in
Maryland. 

Back in the 1970 and 80s the government
decided that we need to benefit the country by
importation of products from other countries.
After all, we were the superpower, the great
economic engine and our population likes buy-
ing stuff, especially cheap stuff. Big box stores
flourished, providing lots of goodies from
China, Vietnam, Korea, and Japan that dazzled
the eyes and did not cost much. Everything was
wonderful because our consuming society had
tons of stuff to put in their large houses and
cars.

Now, the party has ended and we find out
that we got a bonus prize - all sorts of new,
interesting bugs that came along for the ride.  It
is little like having a hangover after a great
party. We have a huge deficit and lots of new
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bugs and not necessary friendly bugs. It is hard to make
money when you have bugs on your flowers.

These new bugs may spice up the world of entomolo-
gists, but for everyone else it is bad news. As long as we
keep importing stuff from other countries in large quanti-
ties we can expect to see new bugs showing up in our cut
flowers, vegetable gardens, and landscape planting. The
losses are only dwarfed by the huge deficit. If you were
not depressed before, you will be now. 

Recently, the brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB),
Halyomorpha halys (Stål) was introduced from Asia into
the mid-Atlantic region. This infestation is believed to
have originated in Allentown, PA in the mid 1990s. Since
then, BMSB has spread to New Jersey, Maryland,
Delaware, West Virginia, and Virginia, mainly via trunks,
campers and cars.

The brown marmorated stink bug has also have been
detected in Mississippi, Florida, Ohio, Oregon, and
California. BMSB is a polyphagous pest whose host range
includes high-value crops such as cut flowers, vegetables,
tree fruit, ornamentals, hardwood trees and cultivated
crops such as soybean and sweet corn. In the region
encompassing western Maryland and the eastern panhan-
dle of West Virginia, populations have steadily increased
annually since first detection in 2003 and 2004, respec-
tively. During the 2009 and 2010 growing season, serious
economic injury to peach, apple, and Asian pear due to
large BMSB populations was commonly detected in
orchards late in the July through October. 

I have had three greenhouse operations bring in potted
chrysanthemums with brown marmorated stink bug feed-
ing on mums stems. In nurseries we found them feeding
on crabapples, cultivated apples, Hibiscus, and holly
berries. In landscape we have reports of them feeding on
basil, tomatoes and peppers. In cut flower operations, we
have found them feeding on sunflowers and zinnias. They
appear to be very attracted to the florets on the sunflower. 

Some commercial growers have used increasing num-
bers of pyrethroid applications, a class of insecticides
found to be effective against BMSB, in an attempt to con-
trol BMSB and mitigate economic injury. The trouble is
the insects attack fruit and vegetables just about harvest
time. This means a very short time before the consumer

will be handling the treated product. 
In addition to the agricultural threat posed by BMSB,

this invasive species also is emerging as a serious nui-
sance pest for homeowners and business. In the fall,
BMSB adults move from host plants and seek overwinter-
ing sites, particularly in homes and other buildings.
During this behavioral shift, profound numbers of adults
will move toward and aggregate on the outside of struc-
tures and eventually seek entry within. Local newspapers
and television stations in MD, WV, PA, NJ, VA, and DE
have reported on this summer/fall aggregation behavior,
highlighting the problems for homeowners. After entry
into overwintering sites, BMSB will often be found aggre-
gating in large numbers in small confined spaces such as
behind bookshelves, beneath mattresses, inside filters of
window-mounted AC units within homes, or between lay-
ers of stacked building materials in garages.

This highlights the societal impact imposed by the pres-
ence of this pest and the need to address homeowner and
growers concerns. This is a new pest for all of entomolo-
gist and there is much to learn before we can provide real-
ly good control techniques.

We know that they are attracted to artificial lights at
night and cluster near sodium vapor lights that are high in
the red spectrum. Presently, I am working with Maryland
growers in setting up trials with traps that use black and
white emitting lights with different hues to see if we can
develop an effective trap. We have just started this project
in early September so we don’t anything to report yet.
Meanwhile, pyrethorids do kill them but it also kills many
beneficial organisms. We need to continue the research
efforts and find a control that has less impact on the envi-
ronment. Let us know if they are found feeding on trees 
or shrubs. 

Stanton Gill, Extension Specialist in IPM for Nursery,
Greenhouse and Landscape, CMREC, University of
Maryland Extension and 
Professor in the Landscape Technology Program,
Montgomery College
Sgill@umd.edu
www.IPMNET.umd.edu
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Insurance Specialists for the 
Green Industry

Delivering Customized Insurance Solutions &
Exceptional Service Since 1977

MATT SIMMONS
Vice President

GEORGETOWN INSURANCE SERVICE, INC.
10010 Colesville Road, Suite A

Silver Spring, MD 20901
Tel: 301-681-9645 • Fax: 301-593-2590

matt@georgetownins.com

www.georgetownins.com



Fatalities

6/6/10 - A worker Caldwell, ID was killed in a construction
accident at a trailer park. Caldwell police say a local tree
removal company was removing trees in the area. One of the
employees, Chad Alan Lee Green of Middleton, was using a
chain saw to cut a tree stump when the chain became stuck.
Workers used a Bobcat to try to push the stump and free the
chain, but it slipped and crushed Green. He died at the scene. 
6/7/10 - A longtime county worker in Watsonville, CA died

after becoming entangled in a wood chipper while clearing
brush. The accident happened about 9:15 a.m. A county Public
Works crew of four was clearing brush when the man got
caught in the machine. The worker died at the scene, and an
ambulance and fire crew were canceled before they arrived. The
man had worked for the county since 1969. California Division
of Occupational Safety and Health is investigating.
6/10/10 – 50 – A man is dead after a fall from a tree in Corpus

Christi , TX. He was hired to trim a tree in the backyard of a
home. A neighbor saw the man lying on the ground around noon
and called police. Investigators believe he may have fallen at
least 10 feet. The medical examiner is now trying to figure out
what exactly killed the man.
6/20/10 – 48 - A Platteville, IL man died after a tree-trimming

accident. Terry Irwin was pronounced dead at the scene by the
County Deputy Coroner. Authorities released no further details.
6/22/10 – 34 - An Oakland, ME man died when he fell 50 to 60

feet from a large tree he was pruning and landed on his back.
Derrick Spiller, who was self-employed, had just "topped off"
limbs at the top of the tree when one of his cleats let go and he
fell. He was equipped with a harness that appeared to be intact.
6/22/10 – 65 – civilian - The family of a Rapid City, SD man

whose body was found Thursday said David Buster died
Tuesday when a tree fell on him. Buster left home early in the
morning to cut firewood. His family alerted authorities that
evening when he failed to return. Buster was apparently cutting
down the very large tree that fell on him. His chainsaw was
found sitting on the tree's stump. 
6/24/10 – 47 – Robert Wayne Meshell from Shreveport, LA fell
to his death approximately 85 feet from a tree. Meshell worked
for a Minden arborist company and reportedly had 30 years of
experience. The investigation indicated that Meshell crossed his
“anchor ropes” and one rubbed through the other, causing the
rope to break which caused him to fall. He died from suspected
internal injuries before paramedics arrived on scene.
6/26/10 – 30 – A Wallace, WV man died after a tree fell on

him. The man worked for a family owned Timber Company.
The accident happened while the man was cutting limbs off a
tree. Deputies say a dead tree farther up the hill fell on him.  
6/28/10 – 79 – civilian - Robert Swint of Peachtree, NC died

after a tree fell on him as he was cutting it with a chain saw. He
went into the woods behind his house about 11:30 a.m. to cut
trees. When Swint didn’t return, his daughter went into the

woods to search for him. She found him about 12:30 p.m. on an
old road behind the house with a tree trunk lying on him. The
911 call came in about 12:35 p.m. Swint was pronounced dead
at the scene 
7/02/10 – 22 - A Sumiton, AL man fell to his death while cut-
ting tree limbs. Sheriff's deputies responded to the call just
before 2 p.m. The victim was 50 to 60 feet high when he acci-
dentally fell from a tree he was working on. Fire & Rescue
responded and were unable to revive the man, who was pro-
nounced dead on the scene.
7/03/10 – 69 – civilian - Earl Clyde Lewis Jr. of Gastonia, NC
was cutting down a giant tree when it hit a large branch that fell
down, struck and killed him. Lewis had been cutting down trees
for around 20 years. 
7/06/10 – 42 – civilian – A Willow Wood, OH man helping
someone cut down a tree in Mason Township died from injuries
sustained when the tree fell on him. The victim was identified as
William E. Moore.
7/12/10 – 32 - A man who had been hired to “trim” a tree died

after an accident in northern Kentucky. Neighbors say the man
was with a crew hired to work on the tree and was seen in the
area both Sunday and Monday. Police say the man had been
trapped when a large tree accidentally fell on him causing fatal
injuries. Crews had to bring in a tow truck to remove the tree
after the accident.
7/18/10 – 46 – civilian - A rural Chesterton, IN man died when
the tree he was cutting down fell on him. David Raby was
working with an ax and a chainsaw, and warned Francis Dickey
that the tree north of him was about to fall. As Dickey moved to
a safer spot, he looked up when Raby yelled and then saw the
large tree falling to the west, right toward where Raby was
standing. Dickey found Raby lying unconscious and with a
bleeding head wound, under the middle of the tree. He ran to
the nearby house to get someone to call 911, then performed
CPR until a conservation officer arrived. The officer also
attempted CPR and used an automated external defibrillator, but
arriving medics said Raby was dead.
7/20/10 – n/a – fatality due to unspecified causes, Tyson’s Tree

Service, in or near Springfield, VA.
7/21/10 – 71 – A Dawsonville, GA man was killed while clear-
ing a lot. A 75-foot pine tree struck and killed Norris Goss
instantly. He was part of a land-clearing crew that was grading a
lot for residential construction. He was not the individual who
cut the tree. Another co-worker cut and pushed the tree and
Goss was struck and killed instantly.  
7/24/10 – 51 – civilian – A Saraland, Alabama man died after he
fell from a tree he was trimming at his home. 
7/25/10 – 64 – civilian – Jose Alejandro Munoz of San Antonio,
TX died after he fell off a 16-foot ladder while trimming a tree
behind his home. A woman who heard her neighbor's idling
chainsaw found him.
7/28/10 – 29 - A man fell to his death in Sandy Springs, GA

after the tree he was cutting snapped below him. The man,
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whose name has not been released, plunged at least 60 feet
when the tree toppled with him attached. The victim was part of
a three-person crew from Superior Arbor Management Inc.
Company president Tim Costley declined comment other than to
say the company is "grieving" over the death.
7/28/10 – 61 – civilian - A Vineland, NJ man was killed when a

tree he was cutting fell on him. The tree fell on Dominick
Visconti sometime between noon, when he had lunch with his
family, and about 3:30 p.m., when they found him.
7/29/10 – A tree-trimming company employee was killed by a
falling branch at a Lutherville-Timonium, MD  home. The man
was one of several employees of the A Busy Beaver Tree Co.
working to remove a 100-foot tree. As the tree was falling, it
struck a second tree, part of which fell on the victim. Medics
called to the scene at 8:48 a.m. pronounced him dead on arrival.
7/30/10 – 46 - Robert Wittenmyer died after being hit by a tree

while. Authorities say that Wittenmyer and a co-worker were
attempting to cut the tree down when it fell the wrong way
unexpectedly and landed on the victim. Wittenmyer died of a
massive head injury.
7/31/10 – 24 - A West Los Angeles tree-trimmer was electrocut-

ed when his “tree branch trimmer” accidently cut into a high
voltage power line. Co-workers lowered the man to the street as
they called 9-1-1. Medics found the victim in full cardiac arrest.
Efforts to save him failed and he was pronounced dead at a
nearby hospital.
8/03/10 - 48 – A Newark, NJ tree service worker died from
injuries he suffered after falling 35 feet from a tree he was trim-
ming. Police officers found Baltazar Santana, who worked for
Hardwood Tree Service in Upper Saddle River, lying on the
ground and not breathing.
8/05/10 - 60- civilian – A Peninsula, OH man died after he fell

from a tree that he was trimming on a property he owned.
Donald Papes was trimming a tree with a chain saw around 2
p.m. when he lost his balance and footing and fell out of the
tree, sustaining fatal head and chest injuries.
8/09/10 – 30 - Mark E. Thomas of Jefferson City, MO  was

electrocuted while trimming a tree at a residence. It appears a
chain saw Thomas was using may have cut into a power service
line while he was standing in an elevated bucket. Thomas was a
foreman at Hentges Tree Trimming Service. He had been
employed by the firm for the last seven years. The firm con-
tracted with Callaway Electric Cooperative. Thomas was one of
a two-member work crew. The other employee was not injured.
8/14/10 – 44 - Timothy Wayne Killian of Liberty, NC was try-
ing to top off a tree when something went wrong. A witness at
the scene said that Killian was struck in the head by one of the
large limbs. Emergency responders were called to the scene to
rescue Killian from the tree, but he was pronounced dead short-
ly after their arrival.
8/22/10 – 30 – civilian - A Westfield NJ firefighter was killed

in a “freak accident”. James Pfeiffer Jr. was trimming an oak
tree in front of his home around 10:30 a.m. when a branch
snapped, swung down and struck the ladder he was standing on.

He fell to the ground, landing on his head. Rushed to the hospi-
tal, he was pronounced dead around 9:30 p.m.
8/24/10 – Guy P. Goodman, a LaGrange, OH man who owned a
yard service, was killed while cutting down a tree at Hilliard
Lakes Golf Course. Goodman was working at the golf course
cutting down a maple tree between 28 to 30 inches in diameter
around 9:10 a.m. The tree struck Goodman and he died instanta-
neously of blunt force trauma and crush injuries to his head,
neck and body.
8/24/10 – 17 – civilian - A Fairfax, VA high school student

pruning a neighbor's tree was electrocuted when one of the
branches fell onto a nearby power line. By the time the fire
department arrived on the scene, it was too late. The teenager
had been working roughly ten feet from a power line.  He was
suspended from the tree about 20 feet off the ground, wearing a
harness as he worked. His teenage assistant witnessed the acci-
dent and called 9-1-1. The branch that he was cutting apparently
came in contact with the 19 kV distribution line at the top of the
pole.
8/25/10 – 34 - A tree trimmer was killed in Littleton, CO when
the arm on the articulated boom he was working in snapped and
he fell about 30 feet. Adam Mackintosh was being lowered in
the bucket when the boom broke and came down and he was
thrown out.
8/28/10 – 43 - A Bellevue, WA tree trimmer was killed when

part of a tree hit him in the head. The man, part of a crew hired
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Maryland DNR 
Tree Expert Exams

The following individuals have passed the 
MD Licensed Tree Expert exam:  

Justin Mattingly
Robert Eckert
Benjamin Wolff

The next MD Licensed Tree Expert 
exam will be held on:

October 13, 2010
November 10, 2010
December 8, 2010

All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters in Annapolis.
Pre-registration is required. Please call Ms. Romcesa Estep
at 410-260-8531 or visit: www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/pro-
gramspps/newtreeexpert.asp, for an application.
Note: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the lobby.
Valid photo ID is required for entry.
Directions and parking information can be found at:
www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html

(continued on page 8)
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(continued on next page)

Safety Training Programs
For The Tree Care Industry

Mead Tree and Turf Care is offering the latest training for safety and tree climbing!

Mead Tree and Turf Care, Inc. has been in operation for over 30 years. It is the first 

company accredited in the state of Maryland.

We are offering training in:

• CPR/First Aid

• Aerial Rescue

• Proper Gear Inspection Techniques

• Safe Chipper Operations/Maintenance

• Pre-Climb Inspection

• Basic Tree Climbing

• Advanced Tree Climbing

• Basic Rigging

• Advanced Rigging

• Safety Program Implementation

• Additional Training Services Available

For class schedule and pricing information please contact 301-854-5990. Classes are forming
don’t miss the opportunity to provide quality safety training for you and/or your employees!
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to cut down a tree,  was standing near the bottom of the tree
when a portion of it fell on him.
8/30/10 – 31 - (AP) - A tree trimming accident killed a county

worker in Quitman, TX. Matthew Don Crowell became trapped
between two large limbs while cutting a tree from the county
road right of way. Crowell was transported to a hospital where
he was pronounced dead. The preliminary cause of death was
ruled blunt force trauma. Quitman is 80 miles east of Dallas.

Injuries

6/3/10 – 29 - A Pekin, IL man working for a tree trimming serv-
ice when he was injured by a power line. Charles J. Hill Jr. was
working for Durdel & Sons Landscaping and Tree Service when
a log slipped from a lift bucket. When the weight shifted, the
arm of the lift was raised into a live power line. Witnesses told
police a fireball exploded next to the vehicle where Hill was
standing, forcing him onto the ground and sending him into
convulsions. 
6/4/10 – A tree trimmer in Bellevue, NE as critically injured
when a ladder he was moving came in contact with some power
lines. When paramedics arrived he was unconscious and not
breathing, but they were able to resuscitate him. According to a
local police official, "When it happened we lost power through-
out this area of town."
6/4/10 – 21 - A tree trimmer was shocked in Clearwater, FL
when he accidentally touched a power line. Officials did not
consider the injuries life-threatening. The man was reportedly
on a ladder, about 28 feet up, when he touched the line and fell
to the ground. 
6/6/10 – 30s - A Portsmouth, NH man who was hoisting a cut
tree with a winch on a truck bucket was catapulted from the
bucket when the cable snapped. Jim Camarato fell 30 feet to the
pavement. 
6/14/10 – A tree trimmer in Saugerties, NY was injured when a
falling tree knocked him out of a bucket truck, sending him 40
feet below into the woods. The man was working for Lewis
Tree Service a contractor for Central Hudson, providing tree-
trimming services for the utility. The tree took down wires as it
came down. The wires were down on the lift truck. The man
suffered non-life threatening injuries to his back and leg and had
to be extricated.
6/14/10 – 40 – civilian - A Lucerne, CA man was flown to an

area hospital after falling out of a tree. The incident occurred
around 5:30 p.m. The man fell onto a travel trailer about 25 feet
below. Firefighters responded with an ambulance and an engine,
and reported that the man complained of numbness.
6/16/10 – 54 – civilian - A Randall, WI man who was cutting
down a 25-foot-long tree branch landed in the hospital after
injuring his shoulder when he fell off a 10-foot ladder he used
for the task. William Solger was atop the extension ladder at his
home. When he cut the branch, he fell off the ladder and the tree
branch came down and pinned the ladder, mostly missing
Solger. The branch, in addition to being long, had a canopy

about 20 feet wide and was very heavy. Solger had been using
an electric saw to cut the branch down.
6/23/10– civilian - A man was taken to an area hospital with a
serious head injury after a tree fell on him near Dilworth, ND.
The man was helping a neighbor remove a tree when one fell on
him.
6/26/10 – 42 - William Wayne Bennett, a self-employed tree
cutter in Ocala, FL, was flown to the hospital in critical condi-
tion after falling an estimated 40 feet from the top of a tree he
was cutting. The man was cutting the top of the tree when his
safety harness slipped and he fell on his back onto some tree
debris that was lying next to piece he had cut. His helper was on
the ground at the time of the accident.
6/28/10 - A man was seriously injured in a tree cutting accident
on Blue Lake near Minocqua, WI after the top of the tree he
was strapped to broke and came crashing to the ground.  The
man was part of a two-man tree cutting team that was felling a
tall birch. At 1:30 p.m., while the man was strapped to the top
of the birch, the tree broke and fell down the hill with the man
still tethered to it.  The tree fell on top of his hardhat, which
cracked under the tremendous force of the branch.  His partner
ran to the closest available residence and summoned for help.
The man was taken to a nearby hospital where he was then air-
lifted out of the area.
7/02/10 – 70 - civilian - A Monroe Township, OH trustee was
hospitalized with serious injuries suffered in a tree-trimming
incident. Duane Anderson reportedly was working on a tree on
Stateline Road on Friday afternoon when it split.
7/3/10 – 70 - A Sheridan, IN tree trimmer was in serious condi-
tion after being shocked while cutting down limbs. Ron
Hammack, owner of Ron Hammack Tree Trimming Service,
was working in an un-insulated bucket truck around 10 a.m.
when witnesses said his chainsaw touched either a power line or
a tree branch that was in contact with primary distribution volt-
age. "He was a big ball of fire," said one witness. "It went down
to the tires and the tires caught fire." Despite his serious burns,
Hammack was alert enough to tell firefighters how to lower the
bucket to the ground. He was airlifted to a hospital, suffering
from burns to his hands, head, chest and side. 
7/06/10 - 30s - A Beaumont, TX tree trimmer in was transported
to the hospital after he was attacked by a swarm of bees. The
man encountered a bee hive in one of the tree's limbs.
Responding personnel said they could not count the number of
stings. The man did not appear to have a bad reaction to the
stings, but was taken to the hospital as a precautionary measure.
An employee helping the man was also stung a few times, but
did not receive medical treatment. 
7/8/10 – A Delaware, Ohio tree trimmer suffered injury after
striking a power line while on the job. 
7/16/10 – 32 – A Canandaigua, NY woman who was electrocut-
ed while removing trees at a home on Brickyard Road has been
upgraded to satisfactory condition. Stephanie Ganoe was help-
ing her father Les Ganoe, owner of Ganoe Tree Service, trim
trees when she was shocked by about 7,200 volts of electricity.

Safety Summary (continued from page 6)



Deputies said a bucket truck made contact with a power line and
the charge passed through her when she touched the vehicle.
Federal OSHA is investigating the incident. 
7/18/10 - The employee of a tree trimming company was
injured Monday afternoon when a tree fell on him and injured
his legs. While attempting to cut down a tree, part of it twisted
and unexpectedly fell on him causing injuries to his legs, possi-
bly breaking a bone. The injuries were not life threatening.
7/19/10 - A large piece of steel fell almost 20 feet off an indus-
trial-grade forklift and struck a member of a tree-removal crew
that had been working to cut down a dead palm tree in Stockton,
CA. The injured worker was taken to the hospital with head,
neck and back injuries.
7/19/10 - The 6-foot fall caused by a branch bouncing off the
ground and striking the ladder he was standing on was not as
much of a concern for Ted Fairbanks as was the running chain
saw he was holding the day he fractured his pelvis. Fairbanks, a
Bonny Doon, CA volunteer firefighter, was in the middle of a
tree-cutting side job for a friend and fellow volunteer firefighter.
He was trimming overgrown bushes and branches with a chain
saw to reduce fire danger when he was caught off-guard by a
falling limb that knocked him off the ladder. The impact of
landing on a log pushed a closed jackknife he had in his pocket
into his pelvis, fracturing it as well as two vertebrae. His sur-
gery was expected to cost more than $100,000 with no insur-
ance to cover the accident, and it is expected to be almost a year
before he will be wholly back together again. 
7/20/10 - A Huntsville, AL man was in critical condition after
falling more than 100 feet from a tree. Workers were clearing
trees from a yard to make room for a pool. Employees with Joe
Webster Tree Care said the injured man cut his safety line by
mistake and fell out of the tree he was working on. Workers at
the scene said the man was conscious when emergency workers
arrived.
7/21/10 – 43 – A Mashpee, MA landscaper was flown to a
Boston hospital after suffering a severe chain saw injury to one
of his hands, according to local fire department officials.
7/21/10 – n/a – civilian -A Licking Township, OH man was in
fair condition at a Columbus hospital after falling 40 to 50 feet
from a tree. 
7/23/10 – 10 - A Gardner, MA boy was injured when a tree
being cut by his 17-year-old brother fell on him. Police said the
boy was helping his father, the owner of a tree service, remove a
tree. The boy was helping his father run a wood chipper while
his brother was cutting off the top of the tree when it fell and
pinned the 10-year-old. Police and firefighters were called.
Before they arrived, however, the father removed the boy from
under the tree and drove him to the Fire Station. He was then
taken by Life Flight helicopter to UMass Memorial Medical
Center in Worcester.  The accident is under investigation. As of
yesterday afternoon, the names of the victim or others involved
with the accident were not being made available. The condition
of the boy was also not available. Police said they were unsure
of the extent of the injuries. 

8/02/10 – A Rowlett, Texas tree trimmer was seriously injured
in a fall on the job. Emergency workers performed CPR on the
victim and moved him to a parking lot so a helicopter air ambu-
lance could land and retrieve him. The extent of his injuries was
unknown. The worker reportedly had fallen at least 20 feet.
8/06/10 - A Chicago-area man received a severe electrical shock
while trimming a tree. We was hospitalized in critical condition.
The man is believed to be a private tree trimmer. One woman
saw the whole incident, and she called for help. She says she
thought the man was dead at first. "I saw fire come out of his
head and his feet. Then, he did begin to move, and he was able
to climb down himself,“ she said. 
8/06/10 - A man is recovering after he was hurt trimming a tree
in Sumter County, FL.  A large limb fell and hit the man while
he was in a bucket, according to the Sumter County Fire
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The Maryland 
Arborist Association 

30th Annual

Winter 
Recertification 
Seminar

JANUARY 19 - 20, 2011
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Turf Valley Resort and 

Conference Center

For more information contact 
Vanessa Finney at 410-321-8082 or 
mdaboristassoc@aol.com

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
(continued on page 18)
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Participants will learn:
• How to prepare for the Maryland Tree Expert 

license exam
• How to conduct a site assessment
• How to place ropes in trees and tie climbing knots
• Equipment use in climbing (students will actually 

climb trees)
• Chain saw safety
• Sharpening and maintain a chainsaw
• Pruning equipment and how to use it properly
• How to safely drop a branch and tree 
• Tree identification of deciduous trees
• Insect and disease diagnostic skills
• How to spray to prevent drift
• Various spray application techniques
• Using a boom truck
• Using cranes in arboriculture
• Working around power lines
• Aerial rescue from tree accidents
• CPR and treating injured comrades

About the Program
Do you want to improve your site risk assessment
skills? How about improving your tree ID and
insect and disease diagnostic skills? Could you
use some brushing up on rope placement and
knot tying?
The Maryland Arborist Association is teaming up
with the University of Maryland Extension,
Montgomery College Landscape Technology
Program, and the University of Maryland Urban
Forestry program to offer a 5 day training session
from Monday, November 15 to Friday, November
19, 2010. Training sessions will start at 8:00 a.m.
and finish by 4:00 p.m. each day. Registration for
the whole week is $250 per person and includes
lunch and morning refreshments. If you just want
to add one day at a time the registration fee is
$60.00 per day. Registration will be through the
Maryland Arborist Association and will be mailed
and posted on the website, www.mdarborist.com,
as soon as it is available.

Maryland Arborist Training Course
November 15 -19, 2010

Instructors:
The class will be taught by 
experienced, licensed tree experts,
University of Maryland Extension
faculty, University of Maryland 
campus-based faculty, and
Montgomery College faculty. The
training will be a mix of lectures
and a lot of hands on skills and
working directly on trees.

Who should attend: People working in the arboriculture business, horticulture program students,
people interested in careers in arboriculture, extremely quizzical and adventuresome types 

who don’t mind getting a little dirty and having hands on experience. 
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Every employer has at least one employee horror story that
will never be forgotten. For example, many involved (includ-
ing myself of course) still remember the day almost 7 years
ago that Employee X was arrested at a work site and carted
off to jail. The employer in this case had made provisions to
check thoroughly everyone's references before they were
hired. References included: prior job history, supervisors,
credit and criminal background. The employer even used a
reputable firm (or at least one it thought was reputable) to do
the checking, and Employee X came out clean.

What happened? The information was wrong. In 
reality, due to an error at the reference checking company, all
pertinent references were not thoroughly checked. It was
learned later that Employee X had recently been released
from jail in another state. To make matters worse, he was on
probation in that state and was not permitted to leave. The
kicker? He was in jail for stealing from his employers.

As remarkable as this situation is, it happens a lot. But, it
doesn't have to be that way. Companies can avoid these
embarrassing situations by accurately checking the informa-
tion on the prospective employee's application. You must
also decide whether this process should be done 
in-house or outsourced to a respectable reference company
keeping in mind that the way the checks are conducted can
have various legal ramifications for your company. 

Background checks and reference checks do not lend
themselves to "just anyone" doing the job. If you do not have
a significant amount of experience and time to check refer-
ences, you may want to hire experts to do it, but be sure to
check their references first. Ask for testimonials from past
clients to ensure the company is reputable and thorough; see
if they provide a free trial or sample; be sure they include
criminal background checks, and don't just assume they do.

If you choose to check the prospective employee yourself,
you should know what you can and cannot check. Basically,
if the fact you are checking applies to the job, 
it is fair game, but you need the applicant's written 
permission on the application to check this information. For
instance, you wouldn't check a driving record for an adminis-
trative assistant, but you would for a delivery person.

As a final word to the wise, it is important to remember
the following rules regarding reference checks: you must be
consistent with all applicants-holding all applicants to the
same standards. And you should also carefully document the
responses you receive, you never know when you may need
to provide them back to the applicant. 

©The HR Team
Eileen Levitt, SPHR, is president of The HR Team, 
a human resources consulting and outsourcing firm in
Columbia, MD.  She can be reached at 410-381-9700 or 
at elevitt@thehrteam.com.

Check and Double-Check 
Employee References

Miss Utility Law
New Law Effective October 1, 2010

Governor O'Malley signed a new bill updating the Maryland
Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Law, more com-
monly known as the Miss Utility Law. The Law went into
effect on Friday October 1, 2010. 

The Law incorporates changes to include but not limited
to: ticket validity; minimal required notice; positive
response; no tolerance-work zone; new Designer ticket; 
MD Department of Transportation participation, and a new
Damage Prevention Authority. 

You may visit www.missutility.net/maryland/
mdstatelaw.asp to review the new law in its entirety.

Below are some of the new changes incorporated into 
this law: 

• Two business days notice is required for all excavation tick-
ets, the day of the call does not count-a ticket submitted on a
Monday will allow utility owner-members to respond by
Wednesday 11:59pm.

• The ticket is valid for 12 business days after the day the
ticket is transmitted. 

• No excavation or demolition can begin until all owner-
members have responded to the ticket. 

• No mechanized equipment within 18 inches of the mark-
ing(s), this includes Montgomery County. 

• State property and State Road Right-of Way permit ques-
tions will be asked on all processed tickets. Excavators hav-
ing a permit/authorization number will provide this informa-
tion for the MD Department of Transportation, its adminis-
trations and the MD Transportation Authority. 

• Licensed architects, professional engineers/land surveyors
can process Designer notices, utility owner-members have 15
business days to respond after the day the ticket is transmit-
ted. 

• A Maryland Underground Facilities Damage Prevention
Authority will be formed to ensure law compliance by use of
mandatory training or civil penalties. 

The new Law will be a topic of discussion at the 2010
Greater Chesapeake Damage Prevention Training
Conference, October 20-22 in Ocean City, MD. Please visit
www.missutility.net/gcdptc for more information. 



SALES - SERVICE - RENTAL

SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE OF EQUIPMENT AT WWW.ALTEC.COM.

CONTACT:
Bob Corona      443.956.6405

1434 Hughes Ford Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 
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T H E M A R Y L A N D A R B O R I S T A S S O C I A T I O N

Thanks – to our generous sponsors.

White Oak Sponsors
Georgetown Insurance

www.georgetowninsurance.com
Vermeer Mid Atlantic

www.vermeermidatlantic.com

Winter Seminar Sponsors
Agrium Advanced Technologies • Air-Spade, a Division of Guardair • Bayer Environmental Science

• Fisher & Son, Inc. • JJ Mauget • Lawn & Power Equipment • Pogo Organics
Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements • Schott Nurseries, LLC • Security Equipment Company

Sugar Maple Sponsors
Altec Industries, Inc.

www.altec.com
IWIF

www.iwif.com

Dogwood Sponsor
Lawn & Power Equipment
www.lawnandpower.com



October 3 – 5, 2010
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Location:  Morgantown, WV
Contact:  www.mac-isa.org or 703-753-0499

October 19, 2010
CPH Basic Exam
Contact:  mnacma@aol.com or 410-823-8684

October 19, 2010
CPH Specialist Exam in Advanced Plant Identification
Contact:  mnacma@aol.com; 410-823-8684

November 4, 2010
MAEF Annual Banquet
Location:  Michael’s Eighth Avenue
Contact:  www.maefonline.com, select events tab

November 5 and 6, 2010
Maryland Forests Association – Annual Conf.
Location:  Gaylord National Hotel, MD
Contact:  Karin Miller:  301-895-5369
or  www.mdforests.org/register.html

November 5 and 6, 2010
MAC-ISA Trace 
Tree Risk Assessment Course and Exam
Location:  Gainesville, VA
Contact:  MAC-ISA macisa@hughes.net 
or 703-753-0499

November 11 – 13, 2010
TCI Expo 2010
Location:  Pittsburgh, PA
Contact:  www.tcia.org or 603-314-5380

December 7 – 9, 2010
MAC-ISA Arborist Certification Course
Location:  Charlottesville, VA
Contact:  MAC-ISA macisa@hughes.net 
or 703-753-0499

December 17, 2010
Pest Management Conference
Location:  Howard Comm. College, Columbia, MD
Contact:  Suzanne Klick, 301-596-9413

January 5 – 7, 2011
MANTS – Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show
Location:  Baltimore Convention Center
Contact:  www.mants.com or 410-296-6959

January 3-6, 2011
Advanced Landscape Plant IPM PHC Short Course 
Location:  U of MD College Park 
Contact:  Avis Koeiman; 301-405-3913 
email: akoeiman@umd.edu 

January 28 – 29, 2011
Mid-States Hort Expo
Location:  Louisville, KY
Contact: www.MSHE.org or 931-473-3951

February 10 and 11, 2011
Chesapeake Green 2011 – A Horticulture Symposium
Location:  MD Institute of Technology, Linthicum
Contact:  www.chesapeakegreen.org or 410-823-8684

Calendar of Events 2010
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Maryland Arborist Association
Board of Directors

July 1, 2010- June 30, 2012 
Executive Committee Members

President
Steve Castrogiovanni
scastrogiovanni@meadtree.com 
301- 854-5990

President-Elect
John Davis, jdavis@bartlett.com 
410-526-6655

Secretary 
Jeremy Baker, jeremy@antietamtree.com 
301-791-3500

Treasurer
Kevin Mullinary, kevin.mullinary@davey.com 
410-377-4002

Immediate Past President 
Nicholas Valentine, nvalentine@lewistree.com 
410-987-4815

Directors
Bob Mead, meadtree@meadtree.com 
301-854-5990

Kirk Floyd, k.floyd@landscapeprojects.com
301-652-8844

Patrick Stansbury, stansburytree@aol.com
410-840-9623

Executive Director
Vanessa A. Finney, mdarboristassoc@aol.com
410-321-8082

Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 712

Brooklandville, MD 21022
Phone: 410-321-8082

mdaboristassoc@aol.com

Farm 
Family
Casualty Insurance Company
United Farm Family Insurance Company
                                               Glenmont, New York

®



Rooted in Maryland since 1914, IWIF Workers’ Compensation Insurance 
works with businesses all over Maryland to provide safe workplaces 
that reduce the number of accidents, increase productivity, and save 
money along the way. To learn more about workplace safety and to see 
how IWIF can partner with your company, contact your agent, 
call 800-264-IWIF or visit us at iwif.com.
Participants of the program must be members of the MAA prior to the inception date of the policy.

Trim your
workers’ comp 

insurance expenses
A safe workplace trims workers’ comp 

expenses for members of the 
Maryland Arborist Association.
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Tree Benefits Calculator
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources just
launched a new program, "Marylander's Plant Trees." This
program offers consumers a coupon towards the purchase
of a new tree.

A really exciting tool unveiled with the launch of this pro-
gram is a "tree benefit calculator," which consumers or
industry folk can use to quantify the benefits of planting a
tree.  Landscape contractors, arborists, and retailers, espe-
cially may want to be aware of this calculator, to further
educate your customers on the benefits of trees.  

The calculator provides data on storm water runoff inter-
cepted by a tree, impact of the tree on property value,
energy conserved by the presence of the tree, contribution
of the tree to air quality, and effect of the tree on the
reduction of atmospheric carbon.  

To access the calculator, go to www.treebenefits.com,
which is a separate page found within the Marylander's
Plant Trees website.

MAA License Plates Now Available

The Maryland Arborist Association sponsors a 
special state-issued license plate that displays the
MAA logo, featuring the Wye Oak. Your $50 
contribution will cover the MVA fee of $25 and 
provide $25 towards the MAA education fund.  

If you are interested in purchasing this special
plate, please send a check for $25 to the MAA,
requesting the license plate application. MAA, in
turn, will mail you the application for the plate,
which you complete and return to the MVA with a
separate $25 check.  MVA will issue the plates.

Please send your
requests to the
MAA at:
MAA
PO Box 712
Brooklandville,
MD 21022
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Department. The bucket was lowered and the man was rescued
and flown to Orlando Regional Medical Center. 
8/07/10 – An estimated 50,000 bees swarmed Ralph St. Peter
when he cut through a massive hive. The Safety Harbor, FL tree
trimmer of 30 years says he knew there were honey bees in the
tree, just not the Africanized kind. St. Peter says his big mistake
came before he ever climbed the tree. He said, "I would have
had an exterminator come exterminate the bees before we even
did this job.“ He said without his co-workers getting him down
from the tree, it could have turned out much worse. He said he
would have died without their help because the bees "weren't
stopping" their attack.
8/17/10 – civilian - Dan Brewer of Boonville, MO was injured
by a falling tree. He was clearing out trees and brush to facili-
tate a Missouri River view from one of his properties. He cut a
tree the entire way through using a chain saw but wondered why
it hadn’t come down. He looked up at it and then stepped some
six feet back when he saw it start to fall. Brewer ended up with
facial lacerations requiring 70 stitches as well as a broken arm,
nose and vertebra in his back. 
2010 Injuries
8/23/10 – 25 - A man fell about 60 feet out of a tree while cut-
ting limbs. Billy Cole, with Complete Tree Service of
Rutherford County, TN told co-workers he was okay and want-
ed to go back to work the next day. Nevertheless, EMS trans-
ported Cole to the hospital for a more thorough check-up.
8/28/10 – 28 - A Pilot Mountain, NC man pruning trees was
seriously shocked when he came in contact with a power line.
Alan D. Daley, an employee of Crump Tree Service, was work-
ing in a bucket truck when he came into contact with a primary
electrical line. Police and EMS responded. When Daley was
brought down he was in cardiac arrest. He was revived on the
scene. He was listed in critical condition.

Rescues

6/17/10 – 40 – A tree trimmer who got stuck about 30 feet up a
tree in the Palisades Highlands, CA area was rescued by fire-
fighters. Shortly before 9 a.m., paramedics took the man to a
hospital for treatment of chest pain.
6/19/10 - Kevin Stacey owner of Stacey's Tree Service, and his
son Danny, 17, were on a job in Salem on June 19, when Stacey
found himself stuck in the chute of a wood chipper. Stacey was
feeding small pieces of wood into the machine when he sudden-
ly realized something was wrong. “I got caught. Something
grabbed and tugged my arm. Before I knew what had happened,
it had pulled me in.” He managed to call out to his son and the
next thing he remembers he was out of the machine, and just in
the nick of time.
6/23/10 - A Jackson, MS tree cutter was stranded 60 feet up in
the air after his bucket truck broke down. Allen Norwood, of
Slaughter Smith Tree Cutting Company, was stuck inside the
bucket. After about 90 minutes in the scorching heat, with the

help of Jackson firefighters, Norwood was able to slide down
the upper boom of the lift. 
7/13/10 – 51 - Firefighters rescued a tree trimmer in San Diego,
CA who became exhausted and was unable to make it down on
his own from a height of about 40 feet. A ladder was used.
Firefighters put a harness around the man, who was able to walk
down the ladder. Paramedics evaluated the man, who said that
he had reinjured an ankle. He did not want to be transported to a
hospital. 
7/15/10  – A local man was both injured and rescued in a tree-
cutting accident. The contractor became pinned in a tree by a
falling tree limb. The man, whom police identified as Thomas
Canfield, was wearing a safety harness and was roped into the
tree. Following the accident, he was able to yell for help and
alert a neighbor who called 9-1-1. He was working on a rotten
maple when a large limb he was cutting pinned him against the
trunk by one leg. Rescuers called the owner of a local bucket
truck to help in the rescue.
7/18/10 – 49 - About 50 rescue personnel responded when a call
came in that Victor Berger, a Penn Acres, PA homeowner was
stuck in a tree. Berger was on a ladder trying to knock down a
piece of a big branch that had already started to fall when the
branch pinned his arm. He complained that he could not feel his
fingers and that his arm was numb. It took nearly two hours for
emergency crews and the High Angle Rescue Squad to rescue
him. High ladders were placed near the tree and air bags were
used to lift the fallen branch. In the end, emergency responders
brought Berger down in a rescue basket and rushed him to the
hospital where he underwent surgery for severe injuries to his
right arm, including nerve damage. He also suffered dehydra-
tion.
8/01/10 – civilian - A South Huntingdon, PA man had to be res-
cued from a tree after his hand became lodged between the tree
and a fallen limb. The unidentified man was trimming branches
near the top of the tree when one of the limbs fell, trapping his
hand between it and a V-shaped portion of the tree. The limb
that fell was approximately 6 inches in diameter.  Firefighters
used aerial ladders on two trucks to reach the man.
8/01/10 – civilian - A South Huntingdon, PA man had to be res-
cued from a tree after his hand became lodged between the tree
and a fallen limb. The unidentified man was trimming branches
near the top of the tree when one of the limbs fell, trapping his
hand between it and a V-shaped portion of the tree. The limb
that fell was approximately 6 inches in diameter.  Firefighters
used aerial ladders on two trucks to reach the man.
8/05/10 – A Fresno CA tree worker was rescued after being
trapped for more than an hour under a skirt of palm fronds. He
was apparently working alone. 

Data compiled and provided by TCIA.

Safety Summary (continued from page 9)
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Vermeer and Vermeer Logo are regis tered trademarks of  Vermeer Manufactur ing Company in the U.S. and/or other countr ies.  © 2003 Vermeer  Manufactur ing Company. Al l  Rights Reserved. 

Ashland, VA

Charlotte, NC

Colfax, NC   
Garner, NC 

Summerville, SC
Simpsonville, SC

800-552-2074 
888-993-9344 
888-883-7633 
800-768-3444 
800-246-4307 
800-850-4710 

Annapolis Junction, MD 800-492-1274 

www.VermeerMidAtlantic.com

Manassas, VA 877-661-6566 

SC1152

Flexible.  Affordable.  Anytime.    Anywhere.Flexible.  Affordable.  Anytime.    Anywhere.Flexible.  Affordable.  Anytime.    Anywhere.
Vermeer Preventative  Maintenance Programs 

SALES    SERVICE    PARTS    RENTALS 

x� Autosweep 
x� 4 Bar linkage for greater cutting

height & depth 
x� Yellow Jacket Teeth

BC1200XL New Model

x� New Winch 
x� Horizontal Rollers
x� Smartfeed 

S800TX

x� 40.5” Wide 
x� Ride On 
x� 2,400lb Tipout 

New Model

Maryland Arborist
Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 712

Brooklandville, MD 21022 


