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We are receiving many e-mails and calls from horticulture operations in Maryland concerned about 

the spotted lanternfly. Most of you are well aware that this insect has become a major issue for the 

southeastern portion of Pennsylvania. It is now confirmed in Maryland and the northwestern part of 

Virginia. On May 26, 2018, Pennsylvania instituted a quarantine for counties in the southeastern 

part of PA. The spotted lanternfly (SLF), Lycorma delicatula (White), is an invasive planthopper 

native to China, India, and Vietnam.  It was first discovered in Pennsylvania in Berks County back 

in 2012 and the spread has been rather rapid.   

The University of Maryland Extension, through support of MNLGA, and efforts of Mary Kay 

Malinoski, printed up color cards with the various life stages to help your employees recognize the 

various life stages. You and your employees should be alert, looking for egg masses on anything 

shipped in from quarantine areas of Pennsylvania. Contact us if you need a copy of the color spotted 

lanternfly ID cards. They are also being handed out at the winter conferences for the horticulture 

industry. The next one will be at the FALCAN meeting on March 15th.  If you find anything 

suspicious, then report it to MDA at DontBug.MD@Maryland.gov. 

Spotted lanternfly should be hatching out into 1st instar nymphs at about 240 degree days 

(somewhere in Mid- May). USDA APHIS has printed out the attached map with degree prediction 

(see attached). The Maryland Department of Agriculture will be in charge of the state’s response, 

with support from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and its Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Services. Our role with the University of Maryland is the education and research on the best IPM 

practices for dealing with the pest and conducting research on newer, lower risk pesticide control of 

this pest.  

On February 26 – 28, 2019, Mary Kay Malinoski and I attended a 2-day conference in Charlotte, 

North Carolina on spotted lanternfly organized by Penn State University Extension, PA Department 

of Agriculture, and Bartlett Tree Company. The meeting was so we could all see where we are at in 

the current search on lifecycle, control strategies and what we need to work on jointly in the search 

for better control tactics and materials.   

As most of you know at this point, the spotted lanternfly was confirmed with egg masses present in 

Cecil County in the fall of 2018. The Maryland Department of Agriculture confirmed this find and 

is still deciding on whether a quarantine is warranted. We had previous reports from recipients of 

the IPM alert of adults being found in Maryland, but these adults were not found to being associated 

with egg masses by MDA. 

We appreciate each of you working with us in reporting any detection of spotted lanternfly in 

Maryland.  



Before we left for the meetings in North Carolina, I received a call inquiring about bringing 

plant material from nurseries in Pennsylvania quarantine areas into Maryland. Many of you 

may purchase plant material on a regular basis during the season for re-wholesale or use in 

landscapes. We spoke with Dana Rhodes of PA Department of Agriculture at the meetings. She 

directed us to the Penn State Department of Agriculture Spotted Lantern Permit Requirements and 

Guidance website. We highly suggest that you visit this site if you conduct business with nurseries 

in the quarantine areas of Pennsylvania  

Make sure the horticulture business enterprises with which you are dealing are following the PA 

Department of Agriculture guidelines and that each company with which you deal has permits and 

inspection records on hand. They should be completely willing to share this information with you.  

Spotted Lanternfly Permit Requirements and Guidance 

On May 26, 2018, a new Spotted Lanternfly Order of Quarantine and Treatment was published in 

the PA Bulletin. The quarantine is in place to stop the movement of Spotted Lanternfly to new areas 

within or out of the current quarantine zone and to slow its spread within the quarantine. The 

quarantine affects a variety of vehicles and other conveyances, plant, wood, and stone products. The 

following PA counties are currently under quarantine: Berks, Bucks, Carbon, Chester, Delaware, 

Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh, Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, Philadelphia, and Schuylkill. 

 

For businesses, agencies, and organizations, a spotted lanternfly permit is required for those 

working within the quarantine, who move vehicles, products or other conveyances within or 

out of the quarantine. 

 

The permit process: 

• There is no cost to businesses to obtain a permit. 

• The permit process requires managers and/or supervisors to complete the online permit course to 

demonstrate a working knowledge and understanding of the pest and quarantine requirements.  

• The online course and exam are located on the Penn State Extension website: 

https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly-permit-training 

• The course may be completed in one session or in increments as the participant’s schedule 

permits. 

• During registration, each manager/supervisor taking the course enters the number of permits 

he/she is responsible for overseeing. 

• The course includes educational materials and other resources that may be used or adapted for 

employee training and documentation purposes. 

• After successful completion of the permit course, that person is considered a trainer and will be 

responsible for training all employees on what to look for and how to safeguard against moving 

spotted lanternfly on products, vehicles and other conveyances. 

• Individual employees should not take the online permit course. 

• Print the certificate of completion; copy and use as a temporary permit(s). Official permit(s) will 

be mailed in 2-3 weeks. 

• Recordkeeping of training, inspection of vehicles, and control measures taken (such as vehicle 

washes, destruction of living lanternfly, etc.) must be maintained for a minimum of two years. 

• Direct additional questions to SLFPERMIT@pa.gov. 

 

https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Plants_Land_Water/PlantIndustry/Entomology/spotted_lanternfly/quarantine/Pages/default.aspx
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